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days warm debate in the reverend Synod 


15 of much tall and ſpeculation ſince that time, 
Whether the cenſures of men about it be guſt or 
* i no- ſubhmitted to the impartial 


pho could read bis characters, but was in no 
hazard of making any additions or. alterati- 


ing material delivered, but what comes 4. 
broad. Aud with reference to the qua relled 
wpreſrons, ſo ſoon as the au thar knew what 
paſſages of bis diſcourſe were pointed at by the 
everend Synod ( which was the day im medi- 
ly 2 it wat preached) he took care to 
yeniſe: bt notet, and make theſe expreſfins 
un in theterms.i an 3 they were delivered, 


uld remem ber. And that the reader ꝗ cureoſi ry 
ſentences pointed at in the index at the foot. 


ing upon that text, was what he e atk i 
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world to Judge. be ſermon was copied from 
be author's original notes by another's and, 


ms.. Several things here were omitted in 18 
he delivery far the ſake of brevity: But no- 
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FI 1 Af either le or ſomæ of the audience 
nay be ſatisfied, + be wall find. theſe paſſages ＋ 
The. author's deſn in pitching. and preach. 


* poſterity, that ſich things did nowpaſs in on de 


The eaſe and Pleaſure of thaſ# who preſs 


580 be Glory ** et Stone, 10 ſe . 
23 corruprions F the Jewiſh-bldet's as | 5 
many beacons, that bgyilders aur day mi 77 
8 1 of them, and to caſt in the ſmall Gee of 
0 Ns tt A brig agaiuſt tobat b him appears. an 
done, either to Chyoſt-perſonal vr yſti 
cat. * theſe end be reached; ei ber in the 
£ preaching or Publication, it will Mrd matie 
Joy to the autboy,” whatever be the event. of 
Be 1 8 So Proceſs with reſpett to himſal. 
| any think, upon the rea ng of #he follow: 
: ai Ne that there ig rob great freedom 
8 at with reſpeli to the preſent ſteps & daſedti. 
on; let them remember, that there #s now ud 
; her way W F 10 bear teſtimon e — 
hing,, he NT ng the wort —— pace 
om Preſs or pul ; repreſontatious Prriti 
ons 2 e or church" members at. thi 
_ the bar being utterly diſregarded, and no acceſi 
ia enter any prot 07 diffent ngainſt theſe. pro 
ED ceedin in the publick Mw. For! the exone 
47155 conſctence, or the information of on 
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the oppreſſed members of Chriſt; than 


zn their ſpiritual liberties 5 hieb being 10 
Pure haſe of a Redeemer's Blood wil be reckon 
ed for before the ſcene be ended. Heb. Xl. 3 
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E be underſtood of Chriſt, after the 2 ap- 


| government, got 5 4 ee; by the houſe 
of Saul and them who adhered to 3 family ; 
yet after all, the houſe of David prevailed. 
Juſt ſo was it with the ſon ef David, our glo- 
rious Redeemer, hell and earth com nd a- 
ainſt the Lord and his Metab, but 
etermined, that the government ſhould be upon 
his ſhoulders, that his King ſhould be ſet upon 
bis holy Hill of Zzon ; and he carries his deſign 
againſt all Oppoſers as you ſee in my Text. 
The ſtone which the builders rejected, the Jang 
#s made the head ſtone of the coruer. _ 
I need not ſtay to prove that theſe words are 


| penis that is made of them td him him- 
elf and his apoſtles in the Scriptures of the 
New Teſtament, Mar. xxi. nt Actr i iv. W i. 
7 8. Eph. ii. 20. 

In the words we may notice the allowing par- 
- ticulars. 1. The metaphorical view in Which 
the Church is here repreſented, namely that of 
2 Houſe or Building. 2. The character that 


our Immanuel bears, with reſpect to this Build- 
* Ing 5 he i is he Stone in a way, of eminence, - 


without whom there can be no building, 
- houſe for God to dwell in, among the child 2 
2 men. 3; The character of the workmen im- 

pleyed in this ſpiritual ſtructure, they ars cal - 
ed Builderr. 4. A fatal Error they are char- 
ged with in building of the houſe of God ; the ey 
_ refuſe the ſtone of God's choiſing, they don't 
allow him a place in his own houſe. ' 5. Notice 
the Place that Chrift ſhould: and ſhall have in 
» oy dannen let the e do their worſt, 
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plaining the particulars named, and | then deduce 


- metaphorical. view of the Church is . fre- | 


curs alſo” in the "ſcriptures, of the New Tells 
ment, 1 Cor. iii. 19. Te are God's busbandry, 
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is effected, and how the ſaints are affected with 
the views of his exaltation ; notwithſtanding of 
the malice of hell and earth. This: a the 


EF: 
"low the Order of the Text now laid down, by e- | 


4 few inferences from the whole. | 
Firſt, Let us take a view of the Church, un 
1 der the Notion of a. houſe or building. "This 


- in the ſcriptures, both of the Old and New 
eſtament, Ia. ii. 2, 3. I. ſhall come to paſi in 
the laſt davs, that the mountain of the houſe of i 
"rhe Lord ſhall be eſtabliſhed on the tops of the ii 
mountains, and many Ekople ſhall ſay, come ye 
and let us go up t6 the Lord, to the bouſe of the 
God 4 0b. The fame way of ſpeaking oc- 


Je are God's building. Hence Paul writing 
o Timothy, ditects him how to behave hin- 


of the living God. 8 1 
©* Now with relation to thie Houſe or Building, bs 
offer the particulars follow ing. 1. That th“ ⁶ſ 
God took up houſe with man at his creation; 
Vet by the fall of Adam the family was skailt, 
God broke up houſe with man, the family 
was parted, and the breach was wide like the i 
a _ God could have no a ante with 7M > 
” 8 2 or 
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| Fan 


. habitable farts thereof, aud bis delights 


4 *-4 & WN Sun... : 
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45 . "the d: ar ET be, ben 
man, like the prodiga dok 
, Afi Wande dered into #far f of fin jad 


N. 
2, God Mats 4 flated. deſign from eterg 
that notwithſtanding of this breach, he 000 
£7 2 Houſe 1255 Dwelling, with fallen man; 

deſigned to take up houſe, and gather the 
family again; thence we ate told, that before 
"be Foundation. of: the earth, Be rejoiced in the 


£5 + ek thi, catch 9 ere bs rf lake 
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4 Were dr the ſons. of en. The foundation 


of this buildin; Was laid i in the N of peace, 


And all the ffones and materials of it were ſe- 


"queſtrate and ſet apart 3 tron the ancient years, 
gf eternity, Chriſt. was choſen as the foundation 
and the chief corner ſtone. Twas. ſet. up from ever - 


4 laſting, from. tbe hegin ing, ere ever. the carth 


3 befor 


| was: And all the ſaints. were 2 as liv- 
ing ſtones to be renewed, 17 89 wg adopted, 
* and eternally ſave 


in him and thro” 
2 i. 3, He bath choſen us in him, 

foundation of the world, he hath 
Predeſtinated us unto the adoption of chil- 
Aren, to be holy. and without, blawe before ham 


in love. 


1 Before this deen building ad 80 


7 . Heaven müſt be at an infinite expence; 
befor 


e one tone could be laid in the. -building, 
the glory of the infinite God muſt be vail'd with 


"avail of fleſh j in the * of the eternal 8on, 
the great Lawgiver muſt be made under his gun 


Td 1 e e . * be made # 


* 1 


Fr re a: 


Cl 


A 


— 


£1. 
= 

— 
7 


. og un to age Gre 


aſe. a e Oi dlGodmadee, Jae 
I: 17% | | 
7 * 1 8 7 ſhoyld ; be go remiſian f 


ende terms with man upon earth, Oh 


of Juſtice, not with Silvor an Gold, or ſuch dar-. 
o Grit e. but with tbe Precious Vlad = 


o _ ofs the deep and dark quatry of * | 
bein 95 dead in trelpaſles and fins, children 


God 


* og! of Ifael, ſtrangers to the covenante of 
075 In a werd, there is not worſe ſtuff in 


Wau 0 e in. _ 40 0 2 a 


if 


determined, that 2yz7hant the 


2 
ban except juftice was ſatiefied and: the. hongyr 
the law: repair'd, God could nenen dg upon 


he expence that God is at in building chis ; 
uſe ! We muſt be redeem d from the hand 


4 Rrery dl * This building. \is + dig d 


ae others, alienate from the life * 
thro 


1gnorance, aliens to the common- 


ell itſelf, than the, ones of this buitding are 
by Nature. And who can quarrel with che 
great Builder for taking one ſtone out of, the iſ 
uarry . leaving another beh ind him as wo, if 
amind : Only when we look. to the rock 
whence we were bewen, and the pit whence we 
25 dig d, we may ſay who made us to differ, 
4 Syrian ready to periſh was our father? 
| 1 * great. engine the glorious Builder 
akes uſe of, for gathering the {tones of the Ml 
| Worry. and carrying on the edifice, is the pure i 
Preaching of the everlaſting Goſpel; this is. what ſh 
the. prophet 1@.xxvii, 13. foretells:: Au ttt 
Hall come to Paſt in that Day, J. 15 the: 128. = 
Trumpet \ ſhall be blown, and they 11 Hf 1 


come 


(26/7). 

- Aims an b Tord in the Bobs 80 — at 
1 Joruſalem. It pleaſes God, by the fooliſhneſs 
of preaching to ſave them that believe. It is 
the Goſpel chat is the power of God unto Sal. 
vation, or therein is reveal'd the Righteouſ- 
"neſs of God from faith to faith, Rom. i 1. 16. 

, When hriſt ſent forth his ap iſter 
as founders" of the New Teſtament Church, 
What were they to do? Tbeir commiſſion Was 
to go unto all the world, and to preach the 
Solpel to every creature under heaven. Go 
N 5 all Nations, baptizing them in the Name 
_ » of 'the Father, Sou and "Holy "Ghoſt. —— 
4 J the apeſtle "declares, Rom. x. 4. the wea 

of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty 5 
Sod to the pulling down of irong holds, caſting 
don imaginations, and every high thing that 
exalteth it ſelf againſt 1 the knowledge of God; ; 
and bringing into captivity every thought un. 


to the obedience of Chriſt. 


6. The church thus gathered and united 
under Chriſt as a glorious Head is the houſe of 
God, or his family upon earth. He has a ma- 

nifold right unto her: A right by election, 2 

right by redemption and purchaſe, -a rigbt by 

covenant! and by poſſeffion. And if it is aske 

What kind of a houſe is the church of God ? 


| I 2Þ anſwer (r.) It is his dwelling : houſe, Pſal. Ixxvi. 


2. In Salem ir his Tabernacle and his dwelling 
Place is tn Sion. God has no other reſt amongſt 
the children of men than his church. The Lord 
"hath choſen Sion, he hath deſired it for his ha- 
% Jitation, this is my. reſt, here will 1 dwell; ſo 


| 45 that the'taberuacle of God i is * men: And] 
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the meek With ſalyation. Z\20i:gnvell im themgo © | 
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16% In com} 
ſorld are but » 
heat {ſaith the Lord? Before he looſe his jewels 

and his portion, he will ſacriſice nations and king - 
doms, for their ſafety; Va. xliii. 4. Ever ſince thus 
wa ſt precious in my ſigbt, thou haſt been honour- 
able, and I have loved thee: Therefore will Igive 
men for thee, and people for thy life, Egypt fory 
thy ranſom and Eibiopia ind Seba för thec. 

(3.) The church is his banqueting-houſe, Cant. 
ii. 4. He br ought, me into his banqueting-bouſe 


and bis banner ozer me dat late. Here it i-“ 


he makes unto all a (in the external diſ- 


penſation of the goſpel) « feaſt of fat things, of * 1 j 


wines on the lees, of fat things full of marrow, 


wines on the lees well reſined: Aud here it is | 
that the ſouls of believers are entertained pwith,,* | 


| 33 me 
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this account the whole 
by the name ef Cbriſt, as 
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are one body, ſo 'alſo 15 Chriſt. Jer. xxxili. 
46. And this ix tbo name wherewith ſbe ſhall 
Fe called, vis. the church, The Tord our 
Tighreouſneſs. The very name iven unto Chriſt 
himſelf, Chap. xxiii. der. 6. I conceive” that 
Chriſt is called the Stone here, for the fame 
reaſon, that he elſs where calls bimfelf a Rock, 
Upon this Rock will I build my church, to in- 
'timate that he is the ſtrength and Aability of his. 
church. Now the excellency and necelfity of 
'this Stone, to the reering and building of the 
houſe 'of God, will appear if we conſider, | 

1. That he is the Stone of God's chufing. 
2 Pex. i. 4: Choſen of God and precious. Iſa. xlil. 
0 "Behold my ſervant whom T up hold, mine 
elett in whom my ſoul deligbioth. Fore-ordain- 
e before the wr wry of the world. 

2. He is the Stone of God's a s approbation. The 
ze be diſallowed of men, he had his Father's 
teſtimony from heaven, with an audible voice, 
in my beloved Son in whom I am well 
i Pleaſed: And as he is approved of God, ſo he 
Z de ee by every wife builder; they'll 
23 be ready to ſay with Paul, This is a faithful 

ſaying, and worthy of all acceptation, that 
| Zaen came into the'world to ſave finners.. ih 
3. He? is" the ſtone of God's trying. Ita, 
uvili. 1627 lay in Zion a ſtone, a tryed ſtone; 
dhe was tryed in the furnace: of his Father's 

-wrath,” and he abode the tryal; for be came 
forth more glorious than ever, in his reſurtecti 
on trom the dead. 1 25 ſtood the trial of the 
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5. He is the ſtone that is laid 


_ 2 ** ; 
bl 

# : * 

4 5 | 


rage of men and devils, who endeavoured to fe 
him in hig redeeming work. All the ſaints in 


heaven, and all believers on earth, have tried 


him, and will give him this teſtimony, That 


he is able to ſave to the uttermoſt. 11166 12 


4. He is the only living and life-giving 


+RNoney' 1 Fot. ii. 4. 7 whom com 
living ſtone. As the Father hath life in hita 
ſelf, ſo hath he given to the Son to have liſe 


in himſelf. He is the reſurrectian and: the liſe, 


and all the ſtones of the building derive their 
life from him. 1 Pet. ii. 3. Te alſo ag lively 
- ſtones are buzlt up a 
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of Fehovah as a foundation in Zion. Behold. I 


lay In Zion or a Foundation, a ſtone, Aa. tried 5 xz | 
"fone, a ſure foundation, Ifa. XXviii. 16. He Was 9 4 | 


laid decretively from eternity; He is laid doc- 
trinally and declaratively in a preached+: Goſ- 
pel And he is laid efficacioufly in 4 day of 
power, when the ſinner is by the power of the 
eternal ſpirit determined to take hold upon him 


by faith; he is laid as a foundation, and the 


only foundation of hope and help for periſhing 
ſinners. Men have been trying in all ages to lay 
other foundations, but ſtill they have proven 
foundations of ſand, another foundation can no 


man lay, than thats laid, Chriſt Jeſus. They 


Who attempt to rear à church without Chriſt, 


or to build up to themſelves a hope of ſalvation 
without him, have only built caſtles inthe air, and 


their building — INITEINS 1 te 
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Ide Ne is tile n — 
tone, for he is e chief Nome Me corner, 
the brightpeſs of his Fathers gloty is in him, 
expreſs ĩmage of his Perſoh. All created 
ory rinks into nothing und darkneſs, when 
I appears, for he is fairer than the children of 
mem as the apple tree among the trees of 
me wood; and he caſts a luſtre and glory un 
the whole building, and every ſtone in it, for we 
.are beautiful thro his comlineſs ; the tree too 
the VDord is upon his ſaints 
The Third Thing to be Aiſcourſed 4 1 was 
r che Workmen employed in rearing this: ſpiri- 
tit building or fabrick of the church, here catl'd 
_ Builders. Chriſt himſelf is the principal buil- 
| Yer to whom the work is committed, Zech. vi. 
u 2>Behold the Man zw huſe nume ig the Brimob, 
| — come our of bir place, and build the 
. rden be fball builll the Temple and 
2 i But he employs officers under him 
7 arrying of the work, aud theſe are cal- 
age * —— ebb authori- 
when in t re lend their 
* Hand to adbance and curry on the e 
be called — # the church; but under 
9 Teſtament] find this term only-apply'd 
—_— of the goſpel, ordinary or extraordi- 
nary; Ep. iv. 11, 12. He e fone: er 
and Prophets, and ſome Evangeloſts:and Jome 
 ., Paſtors ani Tearbers,' Porrwhe end? ts for 
2 2 ion 'of the church, or building the Bo- 
rift; and Cor. iii. io. Paul dec lareth 
| chat er according to the W him, 
| bo as a wiſe: ade bande, hls laid ihe foun- 
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Haron: So likewiſe Chriſt glorified not himfelf, 
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3 8⁰ Aer leiten Jake lpia 
-cially the New Teſtament builder. 
Now with relation to theſs,: chere are only 
theſe ſew things 1 fuggeſt. 1. Tis a very hong. 


able employment, to be. a builder of the-houſe 
of Cod 3 ät is an employment wherein the Son 
of God as med iator id engag' d and is it hot n 
Saber to he to- workers with him? Davide- 
feem'd it an hononr to be à door keeper in the 
houſe of our God; but it is yet more ſb to be n 
builder of the houſe. And as the work is h- 
nourable, ſo the reward of grace is p 
for if we 2 be charge committed to: und 
bald the houſe of God, we ſhall have plaeb 
you Moy that ſtand the heavenly throne, 
that be wiſe, ſhine like the 
2 the firmament, an they that turn 
many e eee as the irs! for. wee 
ever. „ 1 5 . 
2. None can; . lap e Ad 
building, except he be * called. What 
Maſon will put his hand to a building, unleſe 
he be employed by theſe who have warrant” td 
call him? This is ſuch” à 'nece{firy oircum- 
ſtance, aht Chriſt himſelf would not meddld 
with building his Father's houfe till he had this 
Father's call. No nan raketh- this. honour 10 
himſelf, but he that is called F God,” ar war 


to le made un high prieſt, hut he that ſid to hini, 
thou art my Son, this day have I begotren' thee, 
Heb. v. 4, 5. There is a twofold Call 
for a man who medd les as a builder in - rhe 
Church of⸗ Bat. these is the Call of Gad, l 
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of the Church. God's Call conſiſts, in his qua- 
lifying a man for the work, and inſpiring him 


0 7 of Chriſt, to whom apoſtles, prophets, 
 ;evangeliſts, paſtors and teachers are given. 


0 


bon: 


with a holy zeal and defire, to employ theſe 
qualifications: forithe: glory of God and the good 
ak his church. The Call off the Churek lies 
in the free choice and election ot the chriſtian 
people. The promiſe of conduct and counſel 
in the choice of men thataretobujd the church 


is not made to patrons, heritors, or any other 


j Yar! icular ſet 5 men, f but to the church, the 


As it is a natural privi lege of every houſe or 
ſociety of men to haye the choice of their on 
ſervants or officers, ſo tis the privilege of the 
houſe of God in à particular manner. What a 


| wilsrable: bondage ,would it be reckoned. for 


any family to have ſtewards or ſervants impor 
ſed upon them by ſtrangers or enemies, who might 


vread, or a ere Ha fiſb, and poiſon 


rhat ever God granted toany ſet of men, patrons, 
heritors, elders, or whatever they be, a power 
to impoſe ſervants on his family, without their 
conſent, being the freeſt ſociety in the world? 
But I paſs this at preſent; perhaps more of it 
may occur aftetwa rds. 


L 


3. The bailders of the houſe of God are not 


left to form or mould the | houſe according to 


their own fancy ; no, but they muſt follow the 


pattern ſhewed in the holy mount of di- 


vine revelation, When the tabernacle was 


When 


We . 7. 
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When the temple was to be built, a pattern of 
it was given to Solomon by his father, and 
every pin of the tabernacle, and every ſtone 
of the temple was to be regulated and diſpob d 
according to the div ine order: Now theſe were 
but types of the new teſtament building, whereot 
we now ſpeak. Who builds 4 houſe without 
forming a plan of it to the builders? Who e- 
rects a ſociety without giving orders about its 
government? They who aſſert the government 
of the church to be ambulatory, caſt a reflection 
on the wiſdom of God, which is not to be ſup- 
poſed of any wiſe man Whatever. Now I ſay 
as builders of a houſe muſt renounce their own 


| ſchemes, and follow the orders of the owner, ſo 


miniſters and church officers in building the 
houſe of God, muſt renounce carnal” policy and 
the wiſdom of the world, and follow the orders 
given by God in his word, the perfect rule of 
faith and manners, both to miniſters and church 
members? What the particular mode! of the 
church ſhould: be, is a thing I hope beyond con- 
troverſy amongſt us, who are ſo ſolemnly engag d 
to maintain the doctrine, diſcipline, worſhi 
and government of this church; and therefore 
don't enter upon it now. KL $9 l ix 
4. God has endowed men whom he calls to 
build his houſe; with different talents and abi- 
lities, according to the different fervices they are 
to be imployed about in the work. There are 
a great variety of gifts beſtowed by Chriſt upon 
his miniſters, all calculate for the good of the 
church of God in general: The apoſtle illuſtrates 
EY . 4 f . _ . Ia 11 Ts os Toes i this 


cis geren ans; 1 7 x Cor, xk N. 
che whole of the chapter. If this were but 25 
conſidered, it would ag all manner of Hriſ 
and — „ the r that they 
. The d. * men, — edifying or well 
 wdapted, for carrying on the werk, will never do 
ſer vice without the bleſſing and countenance of 
the great Maſter Builder. Paul map plant, and 
Hppolles water, bus God giveth the increase; 
and tis well that it is ſo ordered of infinite 
wiſdom, that men may not give greater glory 
to inſtrumenta than is due, and that the Whole 
glory may redound to the Lord; for this end, he 
pute the treaſure in earthen veſſela, that the 
execlicaty af the 3 may be of him. 
6. The work of God is many: times exceed- 
ogy; marred, thro? the- weakneſs or wickedneſs 
of 1 weiden But this: leads. me 
55 r 
Furth Thing wn FR which: wat to ſpeak 
-< the fatal error Df theſe builders ſpaken of in 
my text: They rajected the Rope, without which 
their whole building was nothing, but a med- 
iy of confuſion, boweyer glorious it might appear 
in their own eyes. 7 be fore i Tejebted by the 
ane 15 

They benen "WY 4 groat ad forthe Meſ 
Ach and hie Kingdow 5. jet when he comes, 
ttuhey dom t allo him a a in bis — ſe, 
Hie cane to hit dun, aud hes own ren ded hin 
mot, and ſo they fulfilled. 1azab's.: prediftion o 


him, I liii. 2. He hath:no Jorm or com line. 


5. hi m, when a wwe ſhall ſee him there isno beat ; 
207 
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him, he hath re; jected them as a church and 


nation ; and. oh ! 3 bappy had it been it 


their error and ruin theteupon had ſerved as 4 


beacon. to other churches ſince their day, not to 
daſhi upon the ſame rock. But hero. a qiokior A 


naturally. atiſes. 


85 3 


„How did the Fowl builders: \reje&. the” ; 


ſrone. which God had ordained to be the chief 
ſtone of the corner? Anſwer, This came about 
tarongh a great many corruptions which they in 
troduced both in principle and in practice. I. 
ſhall only name a few of them, and leave it to 


every one to judge how far ſuch evils or e, N 


tions are to be found in our own dax. 

1. Tho' they pretended a great regard unto 
the holy law of God, and cry d out eachein 
'and his apoſtles as enemies to it, yet they nar - 
rowed and contracted the ſenſe and meaning ol 
it, confining it merely to the leiter, without 
ſearching into its extent and ſpirituality, which 
gave oceaſion unto Chriſt's ſermon on the mount. 
By theſe means, tho) their hearers might have 
ſome notions of moral honeſty, yet could they 
have no notion of the depravation of nature, and 
of the deceit and deſperate wickedneſs: of their 
hearts, without which no man can ever know 
the need he has of the work of veromntÞo, WE. 
of a Saviour from fin, 

2. Having pared off the pin! meaning of 


* Fa: law, they ſought Juſtification by the works 


Ichereof, and thought a man's own perſonal: obe · 


Gence enough to recommend him to God; as is 
Eaters = $6 clear 


) 5 
y ae ould defice Þ Fro He is d iſed ae | 
— 11 of. men. Aud becauſe. api rejected, 


[ 
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dear from Rom] ix. 31. Hruel which follow: 
7254 whe la. f righteouſneſs," "hath net 


ined unto: rhe! law of | waghtebuſueſs, 
Wherefore! ay jv a Joug it it: not + by 
faith nt di were by the worte ebe law. 
Dre ſtumbled xt: that ſtumùᷣlingiſtone. 
And Rym. ocz for they being ignorant o/ he 
vigbieouſneſt of God, and going about togftablith 
 theiribwnrighteduftieſs, have not ſubmitted! to 
_ theiresghreonſneſs! of God. They could frame 
ne ti totthetnſelves uf juſtiſicat ion by the 
5 Ha ud them that their 4 righteouſneſs. and 
their. works cau]d; not proſit them, that it! was 

f ad becb tom ſhiirt and a covering J too narrow for 


5 them. eh O59 #7) 171 baute! 96:01 546 en. 


* 
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233% Theſe builders, thro' the legality of their 

dodtrine, ſhut up the kingdom of heaven againſt 
men f bee gald neither ester ibemſelvgl, no 
fuffer others that were entring to enter, Goc had 
told i them that the bleſſings of his covenant muſt 
de illad without money, or price, but they would 
ndedsepawn their legal qualifications. j pon God, 
and barter the: matter with him; and thus inſtea 

of ca ſting o 

ſtumbling blocks in the Way of the ſalvation of 

__ Gnersby then AAHH˙,Ü nodal np 

_ 204. Theſe: builders/deadned 'the.ordingnees - of 

_ God by their formality. The' they retained 


| | Heaſholbrofiantidatecy, they, ee regarded] 
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me endz Either vrithirefpect 10 Heir own fool 


| ©  orctheſoulnpfitheit people, which was fellow: 
ll Chip adbitommublon; with, Cod thereio.z fo 
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amb3,.0Y 0 goats, &c. One of the great 
Qurces, of this, 95 was, 122 if, a man ha 7 70 

75 . oh at the feet 0 f Gamajjel for. 5 

years,. an got. u ſmack of th el learning 8 wn 


i | vo ue, it was enough in the it o on to 
ney lity him for being a builder i in the. e 


1 - ther in the mean time he was an utter ſtranger | 


o the work of grace on his ſoul ; a& ig evid 
107 = the inſtance, of Na, Faye, oY 17 — 
hriſt ies him upon the head 5 regeneration, 


- | be bab les and ſpeaks nonſenſe. John, it. 4. 
ow can a man be born when he i en? Ca 
e enter a ſecoud time into his ie belly 
4 and be born. Hence is that ſharp "chall: eng 
« der. 9. Art thou a maſter of Incl. Ne Eno. = 
10 not theſe things, There Chriſt ſpeaks K . 
0 a thing criminal, that men A he 1 — 0 
| . teachers in the church, who were, ſtrangers. to 
|< a work of grace; for what but dead, formal 
" worlhip could be Ferformed by men dead 11 
1 Treſpaſes and fins. | 
von: 55 They were continually dabling i in politicks 
: <4 gave themſelyes up to the conduct of carnal wil. 
dom and policy in the matters of God and of 
4 bis church, 1 thro' this carnal wiſdom, the 
"| were led on to crucify the Lord of glory. il 
1 expeatent that one man die for the people ; 5 and 
"7 4 bo te | not 1 out 4 the uch, the worg | 
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dlear from Nom] ix. 31. Hrael which follow- 
Mer rbe lam of! rigbieouſne, "hath not 
hed uνEç be lau of © waghtebuſneſs. 
Whereforeit Becauſe: 2 n 
| fubebÞÞne\ are i doe re hy the wor ke tbe la: 
Dre pbeys\ſtumbled-" ut that ſtumùlingiſtone. 
And Ry. 544: Hr they being ignorant of he 
vigbteonſuæſt of God, and going about torſtalliſh 
_ theiribwmrighteduftieſs, have not ſubmaned | to 
theireahreanſneſs! of God. They could frame 
nue to thẽmſelves of ju ſtiicat ion by © the 
iniperted dighteouſneſs of the Meſſialh tho God 
Had tuld them that their righteouſneſs and 
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adbecb tom ſhiirt and a covering too narrow for 
them. eth ono %% n baue od vt t ane 
_ 1139 Theſe builders, hto the legality of their 
doctrine, ſhut up the kingdam of heaven aga inſt 
men ; they w quld neither enter themſelves, nor 
fiuffer others that were entring to enter, God had 
told themi that the bleſſings of his covenant muſt 
| beilizd without money, or price, but they would 
ndedscpawn their legal qualifications. pom God, 

and barter the: matter with Rim; and thus inſtead 
of caſting aut the ſtanes, or 

the be Ta; Ix ii. tot 
umb lng black in æhe way of the ſalvation of 
fiuners by thed AaH⁰j,ja⁴ i node a 6 
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4 45 can a man be born when he i old? Ca 


"wer. 9. Art thou a maſter of Tract. and Frome 
not theſe things, There Chriſt ſpeaks of it 
a thing criminal, that men ſhould 
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bis church, an 
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118 own inſtitutions, La. i. 11, 12, £5 Tombat at 
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par Me 2766 7% ord? Fs 75 wil 2720 
rut offerings of Yams, ana the b 
An Hf. 1 17. 5575 not in the 90 155 1 5 on 
of ambs,. o 0 F he. goats, & c., One of the great 
gurces of this evil was, that if a man, hal! 
tr rained u at the feet of Hamaliel for = . 
years, * an got. 4 ſmack of We learning e 5 
vogue, it was enough in th eit op boo of PA 


tho! in the mean, time he wa an wet ſtranger 


rom; the inſtance, of Nicod deny „ bo when 
hrift ies him upon the head o regeneration; 
he bables and peaks nonſenſe. Fo n ill. 4. 


e enter a ſecond time into his mot ber 5 belly 
"and be horn. Hence is that ſharp A N parc 1 


as 


be made 
teachers in the church, who were, ſtrangers to 
a work of grace; for what but dead, f home 

worſhi 'p could be Ferformed, by men. "dead 


gave themſelves up to tbe. conduct of carnal wil- 


thro' this carnal, wiſdom, the bk 
were led on ta crucify the Lord of glory. 21 
expedient that one man die for the People 3 5 and i 
tf bo * not 4e ow. of * "wu 5 the wor rig 1 
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avill go after him, and ſo the Romans ſhall come 
and take away our kingdom! When once a 
church comes to ſtand upon the rotten prop of 
carnal wiſdom and policy, ſhe's near unto ruin. 
Tis true, miniſters are to be wiſe as ſerpents; 
but the wiſdom of the ſerpent will ſoon lead us 
off our feet unto pernicious courſes, if not at- 
_ tended with the fimplicity of the dove; and 
therefore we need, that in fimplicity and godly 
 fincerity, not with fleſhly wiſdom, but by the 
grace of God, we ſhould have our converſati- 
en jo cdi world, 
© 6. The Jewiſb builders valued themſelves 
exceedingly upon their connection with the ru- 
lers and great folk of that day, and having join'd 
intereſts-with them, treated the common people, 
eſpecially thoſe who owned Chriſt, and attended 
his miniſtry and that of his apoſtles, as an un- 
hallowed mob; as is clear from John vii.from ver. 
45. and downward, where they having ſent ſome 
of their officers to apprehend Chriſt, the officers 
return, declaring that never man ſpoke like this 
man; to which the phariſees reply, Are pe alſo 
deceived? Hage any of the rulers or phariſees 
believed'on him ? But this people who know not 
the law are accurſed, As iFthe common people 
had. been obliged to follow them, and therulers 
with whom they connect themſelves, by an im- 


» 


o 
5 


plwicite faith and obe lience, without ever bring - 


ing their doctrine and actings to the bar of the 
law and teſtimony, to be tried there. _ 
J. They and the rulers having got the aſcen- 5 
dant in the ſanedrim, and other courts, they 
took care td keep the power upon their 'fide, by 

j%ͤ;öͤͤͤ ͤ œ PP 


. 1 


, ve TT 


ee ; 


brineing in none but men of their own ſtamp 
and ſpirit, and if any man adventured to open 
bis mouth, or teſtify againſt their corruptions 
in principle or practice, preſently combinations 


are form'd, plots are laid, and the edge of the 


church's diſcipline, which they had graſped, W 
is turned againſt them as'a turbulent perſon, an _ ³ 
enemy to the law and temple ; as is clear from 
their management with Chriſt, his apoſtles and 
the protomartyr Stephen. Bur yet . notwith- 
ſtanding of their pretended regard to the temple, 

they admitted the buyers and ſellers to enter into 


it, whereby they turned that holy place into a 
den of thieves, as Chriſt tells them to.. their 


face, John 11.16. and Matt. xxi. 13. and what- 


ever regard they pretended to the law, by a 
ſhew of ſanity before the world, yet they a- 


bandoned themſelves to all manner of ſecret 


and heart wickedneſs; hence our Lord com- 
pares them unto painted  ſepulchres, gloriuus 
without, but within full of dead mens bones 
and rottenneſs, Mat. xxili. 7. 
Again, However careful they were to clockx 
an] palliate their: ſecret wickedneſs, yet now and 
then it was breaking out, to the great ſcandal 
and offence of the poor people of God, by which 
means they made themſelves contemptible, 
and cauſed many to ftumble at the law, and 
abhor the ſacrifices of the Lord, as admini- - 
rate by them. As is plain from Mal. ii; 8, 9. 
Te are acparted ont of rhe way, ye lade 
auſed many to ſtumble at the law; ye. have cor- 
rupred the covenant of Levi, ſaith the Lord f 
bots. Therefore ave I alſo made yau.con- 

| Ti TS; : temp» 
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before all t he people, accord. 
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N Hearts of the pes 


„ flock and heritage 


har ch arge GA) ſt them, BY 


FE oc 2 
art fed; hut qe feed not the” 


have ye not ſtrengthned, newt er Ha de ye Healol 
that which was fick; neither ha vs ye bound uf 
that which avant broken; neither have ye brong 


_ again thut anhieb was dib away, neither || 
: bade ye ſought thar which was laſt ; hu um i 
force: and with cruelty have ye ruleu them, an 


they, were: ſcattered, hecaſe rhere war no 
herd; and ö they became mear to all-the ben Tis of 
the field. hen they were. ſcattered. " My" ſheep 


united thro all the mountains, and npbn' eve- 


ty high hill, yea u was ſcat tered upon all 


the fe the earth,” and none did ſcartb or 


feel after then. 5 wats 


In ſtiort, to ſuch a degree of corruption w a 


4 8 n 


clean and unclean were alike to them, provid- 
ed they were of their way and party. Exeł. xxik 
25, 26. There it a'conſÞiracy of © her- prophets 


in the midſt t bertof, like a' foaring lion rave- 


nin ; the Prey they have devonred fouls, they 
P, e 


taken: the treaſure and precious things, 


they haue made ber many widbw in the midi 


thereof. Her prieſte have violated (as in the 
original, offered violence) ro my law; and have 
prop bhaned mine holy things 3 they have put 'no 
difference between the Holy and prophane; 


pretended builders, We ſee" were 5 ſan & imo the 


very dregs of corruption ; and hence it came, that 
when the glorious and long looked for Meſſiah 
«Qtually appearcd-among Mam, dea the dae 

- 1 25 


Saline 
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ck, 20e diſeaſed 


neither have they ſhew'd difference berween w 
unclean aud the clean. eee UG 5 = 
Thus the Jewiſb church, and particularly her 


N 


=: of this world, inſtead | Da ALA him a 'reception 7 
W ſuitable to his excelleney, as Immanuel God ff 
Man, they treated him with the: utmoſt con- | 
ſtempt. Tho? be opened his commiſſion, and | 
{ 


made it evident to the world, by his dodrine, 


miraeles, and the whole of his converſation, F 
that he was none other than the brightneſs: of his 
Fiacher's glory, yet the diſparaged his perſon, de- 
nied his ſupreme DeityFeſteeming him only as the 
ſion of the carpenter; contradicted his doctrine, : 
and ſtud ied to obſcure his miracles, by aſcrib- 
ing them to the power of Selsebul, the prince | 
of devils : - They blackned his character with || 
reproaches, as tho' be had been à glutton, a 
vine biber, a friend of publicans and ſinners, 
and at length crucified him ignominiouſly, as 
tho he had been a notorious impoſtor, bet w ixt two | 
| thieves, and when, after his reſurrection ſrom the 
dead, he came to them in the miniſtry of: his a- || 1 
| 
| 


poſtles, bringing bis righteouſneſs and ſalvation | 
near unto them, they finally rejected him and all 
(the offers of his grace; for which reaſon, God f 
Was provoked, by a heavy ſentence of excom - : 
munication, to cut them off from being a church 
or nation, under which they are lying to this | 
| day; bie blood being ap hem and upon their ; 
children, according to their wiſn at his cruci-, 
 Mixion, And thus we ſer how the ſtone of God's 
chuſing was rejected by the hutiderg. l et their 
example and ruin ſerve as ſo many, beacons, 


that we of the -Genrz/e churches: may not daſh 
=, our {elves upon the ſame church; ruining and 
ſoul deſtroying rocks, which is the very uſe the 

apoſtle Paul makes ot. this ſubject, when 


writing 
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not thee': - Behold therefore HY, 77 
verity f God: On them which Fell ſeveris „ 1 
ut towards. thee. goodneſſ, thou. continue. „ 
his- grodneſs: Otherwiſe thou alſo ſbalt be cut off... 
Which me Nene 77 Ks aun, happened | 


chriſt, and a ſynagogue of. eee ee 
e. [REO 
ON. | 


A Jewiſh nn A 
jected Chriſty, the ſtone df God's chufing, .. try- 4 
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aca wr 


en off, and thou. flandeft by faith. Be not high 
tural \brauches, tale heed: leaſt he 4 


unto the church of e, ad we { 
at this very day, it, Oy 2's: the ſcat of an 


The only thin remains | 
to adſwer the fol r queſti 
: /Whence waz it th 


ing and laying? An 11. Tbis Fatal 1. Srror of 


| chokes: proceeded from their. 1gnorance of Chrifh, 
in the hs nog of h is perſon, | and 4 dle A 


glorious myſtery. of redemption. and. falvati. 


on» throug gh him, As 111% 35's 1 mor that | | | 


thro: Or Ne e did at, 4 did alſo. yo 
rulen v; 1 Cor. Fl" „ 8 We ſpeak: the: 202; 147 


this "world OW, for... bad - 


«for: Had - they. know 
they would not have crucified; the. \ Lord o 


glory. Tbey 22 men of no deſpicable 


capa ble 2 to toſs an argument bey wy NY | | 
e 5 j 


ras ee the only fers in Iſracl in their 


day, Are E blind: 9 Tet Chriſt declares. p [| 
hams blind like moles, i S e to his = 


Ki ingdom. «The \leaft of: rift” babes,' * 


warty * 3 mob, bad 


Ts: ber. 205 2 0 ; 


22, Well, becauſe A,  unbeleef, they, were brok: . = 
— but fear. For ¶ Go ſpared, not {on 2 1 
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o Sed in 4 myſter , Which none of the grins ; ö 
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3 ot Teh VAIN * God, 1 of 
| 3 the things of God, than they; and the blind 
i leading che- blind both ſtumbled on the ſtumb- 
ad. ling. ſtone, 'apd, fell into the ditch together. 2. 
i Miſtaken notions of the nature of the Maia 
Eingdom was another cauſe of their rejecting this 
3 Joke They had formed a notion to them- 
Ives, without any ar ground from ſcripture 
rophecy, that che Meli ab was to appear in the 
rm ofan earth! monareh, and and that he was to lift 
up the head of t e Jewiſh nation, and make the 
Roman), and all hy ritions'of-the' world; their 
vaſſals and tributaries 3 but finding themſelves 
"nA, they diſown and crucify him, as an 
ſtor, Which d. the by, ſerves to diſeover 
1 a dangerdus t ing it' is, not to have right 
conce tions of the "Tpiritual nature of Chriſt's 
King om. Pm" erſwaded that carnal notions: of 
the eint dom *6f "Chriſt, which is not of this 
World, Iy at the dottom of many of the evi * 
and corruptfons of the day we live in 
3 Gene g in the methed was 160 * 


| qi what may be. implyed in"Chriſt's being 
G ade the” Leut n be corner, notwith · 
Aanding of empts of the” builders, to 


| Dt in bur eie eee 0s eee 
pen, it implies Chris, enaltstion ud 

etory oer all his enemies and oppoſers z he 
Hor have the better of them; let them do their 

be bags his cauſe, linrereſt 

ple; may be born down for a while, yer | 
2 55 les wt — and like the houſe: of 


| . 5q vid they ſhall: prevail. Chrift was perſon- 


n und lifted,” be drank. uf the 
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tbe head and Ged hath hig 


Sad: And when the Lord bringe her 
to the light, then Shame ſhall cover her 'wh 
ſaid, Where is the Lord thy G. 
+ +, 2, It implies, that God has a great regard | 
for the glory of his Sen, as the head and King 
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th. be. lifted a 
ly cxatied him, | 


and given him 4 name above every name, i 


Abd as it was with Chriſt , perſonal, - 16 will it 
de with this. injured members. © However they 
be affitted, tolſed with tempeſts, and not com- 

Juorted, yet God will lay [Free Fane ith. 
Jair colours and their found 


tz0ns dt 
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yet ſhe ſhall be uit up again by the mi 101 x 
r 
ho 
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of his church, and that it is his will that all Mou 


ſthould Honour him, as they honour the Father. 


This was intimated. by A royal mandate, iſſued 


forth from the excellent glory, This 25 my Be- 
loved Son in whom I am well pleaſed, hear |} 
Je bim. God does not reckon it any injury done 


ſerve him in the perſon ef the Redeemer, for 


Dis name is in hin; his glory, majeſty and o- 


ther excellent perfections are in him as they are 


im the father, and therefore it is his will, That | 
| -at the name of Feſus, every knee ſhould bow, and 
" every. tongue confeſt, that To Chriſt it the 
Tora, to the glory of God the Father. i 
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3. It implies, that the whole ſpiritüual fa- 
brick or building of the Church hangs upon him, 
as the ſuperſtructure leans upon the foundation 

e bie 


and chief corner ſtone. He 
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They ſhall ha pon 


the doctrines of the church, and truths of the 


1 


Bw O35 
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ty in the church, for the head-ſtone of the corner 
| knits the whole building together, and if that 
be removed, the wilts of the houſe fall aſunder, 
and ſo the whole fabrick is rained, If we don't 
hold the head ſtone of the corner, by which the 
whole building i ſubplyed and knit together, 


| the fabrick of a "church, however politically | 
= fram'd, can never ſtand long. And the reaſon 


, . * 4 " FI 


why the houſe is tottering at this day, is becauſe 
there is too much of a receding from the cor- 
ner ſtone. Uſually indeed in a time of defecti- 
on, the pulpits of theſe builders whoſe bands 
are deepeſt in it, ring with the doctrine of peace; 
and if a tongue be moved againſt the corrupt mea - 
ſures they are going into, the cry is / raiſed, 
Theſe that tern the world | upſide: down, are 
come hither alſo; while in the mean time, it is 
ſuch as depart from the corner-ſtone, that ruin 
and tear the building, and not they whe give 
warning to the houſe or family of its being in 
danger of falling. They who de give warn 
ing may lay their account to be beaten by their 
fellow builders, that are lodfing the corner-Mtone: | 
But this needs be no ſurpriſe; for in all ages Chriſt's | 
witneſſes have tormenred them that dwell upon 
the earth; and it needs be no diſcouragement, for; | 
tho' they may be killed and buried; yet there 5 
will be a reſurrection both of names and per- 
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3. His being the head-ſtone of the corner im- 
plies, that Chriſt is the beauty and ornament ⁵ 
of his church, for much of the beauty ant 
ornament of the building lies in the corner - tone: 
We are told, that the. daughters of Zion were 
like 4 corner. ſtone poliſhed after the fimilitude 
7 a palace. Chriſt is the glory of has people ? 
ſrael, and no wonder, for he ig the breghtnefOof = 
his Father's glory. When he is in the midi of 
his church, countenancing his | ordinances *and 
Judicatories, then it is, ſhe looks forth as the 
morning, fair as the ſun, clear as "the moon, 
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FFF 3 
adud terrills at un army with lanners: But 
when he departs, all the glory depärts, and 4 
diſmal Iehaloa ſueceeds; Lea wor allo unto them 
when {depart from them: As may be ſeen at this 
day in the once famous churches of Leſſer Alia, 
and other places, where Chriſt had once flouri hing 
Churches. They departed from the chief cor. 
ner · ſtone in docttive, diſcipline, worſhip and 
government, and this provoked him to depart, 
and upon his departure the ſongs of their temples 


were turned into howlings- 4 
6. It implies, that they who would build the 
church of Chriſt, muſt ſtill have him in their 
eye, and that the whole of their conduct and 
aadminiſtration in the houſe of God muſt be 

_ regulate with a view to his glory and honour. 
If ein building a houſe, the chief corner; ſtone 

be not keept in view, irregular work can't miſs 
do enſue ; Juſt ſo is it in the caſe in hand ʒ if we 
- ſhall. pretend to build the houte of God, and 
do not keep our eyes on Chriſt, and his honour 
and re e e matters of diſcipline or 
dactrine, inſtead of building the church, we do 
but diſorder and diſturb it, and throw all: into 
x "ow or to have a ſquint eye upon ſerving the 
luſts and humours of men, great or ſmall, or 
- pur own worldly intereſts, and not the glory 
of our great Redeemer, we but ruin and pull 
don the church of Chriſt, inftead of build ing 
it and arc fair to bury eur name, our miniſtry, 
and our own ſouls, and the ſohls of multitudes, 
nin the rubbiſh of it, Thereſore there is much 
need of difiatereſted views in the e 
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of theraffairs ef Choke - We that W - 
an'Well as others, bad much need to learn tb 
leſſon of ſelf-denial :- Fo deny our own. wiſdom | 
and dur worldly intereſt: as. 4 triffle in bz 


Fo glory, and the advancement of dis kings 
. "s 
Ping. The Test kapitel God and. cih 


builders; are driving quite different meaſures 
ant deſigns. The builders reject the tone, 
but God will have it to be the head: ſtone of 
the corner; and which of the parties ſhall 
provail, - tis eaſy to judge. Chriſt gail ſie 
at. hi Father's tight. hand, till all hir ene- 
mies be made hig footfiool. He will break _ 
them! that riſe up againſt him, 25 4 potter q vet 
el. I haus ſet m Kiug, ſays the Lord, upon 
my haly. hill e and ae! is be 1 will 5 
. 
What was pro zn t met! was 
the affication: of the whole. All the uſe. 1 
ſhall of what, bas been. ſaid, ſhall. be 
werapt 15 in the ee Inferences. 
Furſt. F rom - what. bas been ſaid, we may nb 
the excellence of the church. of,, Chriſt; 
why. hs is a building and houſe. for God to 
ell id, among the children of men. 80 va- {| 
table is this buildings that this whole viſible 
creation is only as a theatre or ſcaffold for,rearing — 
the houſe, and whenever the building is com- 1 1 
pleated, the ſcaffold: will be taken down and 
committed to thg flames. To diſcover the high 


eſtimate God pUts upon bis church, he calls 
her by the moſt endearing names and epithets. | 
He def yo her. * . his . 
. . his 
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band of the Son, that foal! the wheels of pro- 
Vidence might be told, and turn d about for 
The good of them that love Vim, amd who 


ut unitefited, ir tyeafure, bis portion, Bhs 
baia an Benlah, bis bed, his tefting 


Ekel, 'laythoraſelves pur in their parricy- 


World are 'adjufted for the benefit of the church, 
And the faithful members thereof. For this 


ll Hell and death, were committed into the hands 
of Chriſt; For God barb given bim to he head 
over all things unto the church, which is his 


| are the culled according to bis purpoſe. The 
Whole Inſtitution and adminiſtratien of goſpel- 


WW *whethef erdinaty or extraordinary, are defign'd 
for her edificarion; as we ſee in that forecited, 


What à valuable truſt we have among our 

hands, to whom God has committed the affairs 

of the church, and how tenderly it concerns us 
to manage them, even like 

make an account to the great 
. 2 l Chrift le fiene in à way of emi- 

nene? Then we may ſee hcw neceffary and 15 | 
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rinity, Father, Son and Ho- 


Iar æconomy for the up building of this houſe: ; 


The grabe of the Father, the love and blood || 
bk the Son, and all the gracious influences and 

- - operations of the Holy Shoſt are laid ont for“ 
cerrying on che work. The whole adminiſtra- “ 


tions of providente in the government of the 


end the reins bf ad minfſtration, the keys of 


Jody. The Father hath put all things into the 
ordinances, and all the officers of hisordination, 


Ep. iv. 11, 12; 13 Ge. This may let us ſee, 


hoſe who are 0 
Lord of the houſe. 
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fulcit is to preach Chriſt : P he is the ſtone 
by way of eminence, the ſtone of God's laying, 
of his- chooſing, and the ſtone which: God 
Will have for he headſtone of the corner. | 
Paul as a wiſe maſter- builder laid this fun- 
dation among his hearers, and declares that ano- 
ther ſoundation can no Man lay. It is Chriſt 
whom we preach. I deſire, ſays he, 0 Enœům v no- 
thing among you, but Gbriſt and him crucified. | 
The whole of the ſcripture-revelation meets 
in him as its 8 All the 3 pro- 
? cies, - promiſes, types, precepts, doctrines 
1 nr rr frag of Ae word. ooh are juſt full 
f | of Chriſt. The © whole bible, what is it, but | 
s | the Teſtament of Chriſt and the Teſtimonial | 
4 | that Chriſt brought from Heaven. Zheſe ate 
s | they that © 255 f me. Theſe things are 
Wirten that ye may believe. in the name of 
the only begotten Son of God, and that believing 
go may have te in him. And to be ſure what. ij 
the ſcope of the whole revelation of the mind - | 
of God in the word, ought to be the ſcope and 
defign of all our ſermons. © Whatever particular | 
doctrines we inſiſt upon, ought ſtill to be graf- 
'd fed upon the bleſſed Branch that ſprings out of 
d, the Root of Je, for the truth is only right, | 
de, | difpenſed,” and right known, as it is in Jeſus. 
ur | Hence the great Mr. Durbam tells us, in his» Þ 
irs | firſt: Sermon on Ia. liii: * That: Chriſt ſtandszʒł 
us | under a fourfold: relation to preaching, ' 1. He 
to] is the Text of it; all lb is to explain 
aſe. | him, and that preaching that does not ſtand in 
mi- relation to him, is a preaching beſides the tet. 
: He-ir-the ground-work and foundation o 


1 preach- 
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© preiching, farther ghonplitgSithont hien wills; 
4 a foundation, and4s but building caſtles. in the 
dir. 3. He is the gteat end of preaching, 
Wi © namely to ſet him on high in the hearts and 
aſffections of our hearers. The deſign of preach- 
great, to cauſe his name to be remembred. 4. 
He is the very power and life of preaching, for 
bei ibe power of God: and ie wiſdom of. G 
| © andthe Goſpel is called h p0wer of God unty' 
WW */alvatzon, berauſe therein is revealed the rig: 


f. 3. If the V 2 be buil-- 
deri of the houſe, then ſee hence the need of 
trying a man's acqua intance with Chriſt and the, 
power of Religion, before he is admitted unte 
miniſterial communion, as a fellow builder in 
the houſe of God. Why, that man who is not 
really acquainted with Chriſt in an experimen- 
tal way, may be fair to reject the ſtone of 
God's chuſing, and ſo ruine the building, and bu - 
u himſelf and many fouls in the ruins of it. 
= Maſons know one another, they have certain 
Wl Gans and words by which they! are capable to; 
W diſtinguiſh men of their own art and: buſineſs. 
from others: ; fo skillful-builders; in the. houſe of 
| God are capable, by a ſpiritual diſcerning, to know. 

| who are fit for:being admitted to. the work of 
MW the Lord, and who not. If ſuch a diſcerning be 
0 755 even unto church members, as tu 1 e 
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If ſptrits, uber her they be: of. God, becauſe many 
ae prophets. are goue abroad: it rheworks, 
1 ohn iv. 1. much more may be 
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ar this Aiſcerning* Ars ts is 666; found a- 


mong faithful miniſters of the Goſpel. Hence 
bs: that of the Apoſtle to Timothy, 2 Epittle 7 
Ai 2. The things rbat thou haſt card of me | 
 winong many wimneſſes, the ſame comin thou to 
E non, who ſhall; be able to reach others Þ 


" Inf. 4. Is * "fs that the forts: is ede by 4 
he! = my ? Then ſee hence what 4 Kr 154 5 
pernicious thing à corrupt, erroneous and igno—- 
rant miniſtry by to the church of Chriſt : Why, 
they ſpoil, mar and deftroy the whole build- 
ing; they tun counter to the great plot of 
heaven, by caſting away the ſtone, 'which God 
- Has ordained to be the chief-ftone of the corner. 
The new mode of preaching ſome men have 
fallen into, with their harangues and flouriſhes 
0f morality, white Chriſt is 12 named, from 
the beginning to the end of their diſcourſe, I look 
on as à plot of hell to throw out the corner: ſtone, 
in order to bring us back into heatheniſh or an- 
tichriſtian darkneſs. Chriſt is the light of the 
world, and if he be removed, or ſhuMed out, 
where are we, but juſt among he dark Places | 
3 the Earth, which are full if the habitations 9 

Borrid cruelty? So that I ſay, a corrupt mini- 

ſtryß whatever be their fine Parts, are the very bane } 
of the church of Chriſt. C 
| Infer. 5. If it be God's great defign, that 1 
_ Chriſt Would be the chief ſtone of the corner; 
if this ] ſay, be the Reſolution of heaven: Then 
| fee hence, that all the attempts of hell for the 
depreſſing of Chriſt, and the ruine of his cauſe, 
br aa 7 open n or pretended build 
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to get the ſtone of God's chuſing rejected, in 
WH: order to the ruine of the church, but they have 
never yet prevailed, and never ſhall : Infinite 
Wiſdom hath always taken e wiſe. in their 
Wi own craftineſs, and turne the counſel of the 
W | : froward headlong, and made theſe very devi- 
ces of hell and its inftryments ſubſervient toliſt 
the corner-ſtone higher in the building, to the 
Mame and ruin of theſe who attempted to reje&t 
it. This little ſtone. cut out of the mountain, 
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it is. 7he ſtone which the builders rejected, the 


Ul ſame ſhall become the head ſtone of the corner. 
be gates of hell_bave made many an attempt 
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end of time... 


er connection with the chief corner - ſtone, 
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in the iffue;.. For 1he.:counſel 
WA - 7 the Lord: ſhall ſtand, and be will do all 

8s Pleaſure, in ſpite of hell and earth. And 
| +» What js his pleaſure and counſel ? . Why, here 


that claſht with it, and it will be ſo. to the 
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ufer. g. See from what is ſaid, what it is 
makes a flouriſhing Church . It is not her ex · 
| ternal peace, plenty or proſperity; not her con- 
nection ip politicks with kings or parliamepts, 
* eretors, or any other ſet of men; but 


This anc hog uly is #hat beautifies the whole 
ces her increaſe with the in- 


ufer. 1 See bence great ground of lamen; 
zs rejected, which God would have to be the 
chief ſtone of the corner: Is he not rejected 
is prophetical office thro the prevailing. ig- | 
ak Das 27" Impeach. 


humiliation at this day. The ſtone © 
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rejected in his prieſtly Office, while the ge: 


nerality, with the Fews, go about to eſtabliſh 


1 NY „ 4 oF | 7 9 N 15 . a ; 
horance and unbelief, that is to: be found. =} 
among: the hearers of the goſpel? The old 
complaint may ſtill be renewed, in our dag, 
Who: bath believed our report ie e not | 


their own righteouſneſs, and refuſe the .rights- _ 


ouſneſs of God? And is he not rejected in his 


kingly office, aud headſhip in his church, by the 


abounding prophanity, atheiſm and immorali- 


full narrative of the — have been done to 
the royal prerogative of this King of Kings, and be 


Lord of Lords. 


The Roman antichriſt has for  @ long tine 
invaded the prerogative of the Sqn of God, .by | 
uſurping a headſhip over the Church; He.fits | 
in the temple of God, exalting hamlelf above 
all that is called Cod. At the imperfect re- 
formation of England, when they threw off the 
Pope as head of the church, they jodged the 
ſame. in the king, declaring him to be ſupream 
head in all caſes civil or eecleſiaſticx. In the 
late days of Scotland's apoſtacy from God, the 
crown was ſacrilegiouſly taken from - Chriſt's 
head among. us allo, and ſet upon the head of 
la perſecuting apoſtate. Dreadful were the in- 


vaſions and eacroachmentythar were made upon 


1 
” 3-34 


he crown-royal of the King of Zion, by kings, 
parliaments, and perſons of all ranks, particular 
y. by the act reſciſſory, whereby axes. and 
_ [hammers were lifred up upon the earved ow : 


ty of our day; the generality of profeſſed chri- 1 
ſtians their breaking his bands, and caſting his 
cords from them? I cannot now ſtand to givea 
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. tho tomjle e . PI a work 
Of reformat ion, roſtoring abjuted prelacy, reſcind- 
| — the obligations of our ſolemn covenants, ye 
vrdering them to be burnt at the croſs of Edin- 
purge, by the hand ot the common bangman, 
ecuting to the very death all chat o ned a 
work ae in hocdine Be 7 * 
Isa theſe bloody days, the head ind foe 
eighty of Chriſt was contended for, by many 
de Lord's worthies, even untb death; and it 
bas been the peculiar Honour of the church of 
Soria particularly in theſe days of perſecu- 
*ion, to beter teteimeny unto Chriſt,” as N a- 
Jone Head and King of his church; in oppo 
 Mitioh unto theſe dangerous and heaven darin 
dneroachments that were made upon it. A 
WO It 36 mich to be regreted and lamented, that 
W! — Mincs the Lord turned back our © captivity, in 
aa mesfure, at he late wonderful revoluti- 
vn, whereby we were freed from the yoke of 
= Jordly prelacy, we have not been ſo zealous 
Tor dur great King, and his prerogatives, which 
were ſo much invaded, as might been expected, 
upon our deliyerance from that Exyftian thral- 
dom. I don't remember of any particular 
a3 of aſſemhly, fince the revolution, whereby 
| *the rights ef . crown of Chriſt are afſerted, 
in oppoſition to the incroachments that were 
made upon them in theſe days of publick a 
tacy and perſecution. Yea, inflead of t 
due there 'not invaſions and — — 
W' made upon the authority of Chriſt, and the 
= 'S ſmunjties of his kingdom, even ſince that pe- 
_ Igiod, n the end of Queen Aung 
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* when; deſigns: were A, for, the the hen 
throw of a proteſtant, ſaccefſion 3 bis mud, 
and authority was invaded by an Ane boun 
leſs toleration .of "arm errors in doctrine and 
corruptions in Wor excepting popery and 
blaſphemy againſt the Holy.” rinity, two evil 
that never r, d more in the memory , 
man in theſe lands, than ſince the toleration 
act was paſt. His authority was at the ſame 
time invaded by the act reſtoring patronages, 
whereby power is given to à malignant lord or 
laird to preſent a man, to take the charge 
of precious ſouls, who has perhaps . more. 
3 about their al than the great 
Turk. And is it not matter & Een 
to ſee. ſome of the judicatories of this church. 
whoſe province it is to contend for the ſaves 
reignity. ar; Obhriſt and the rights. of his ſubjects, 
ti. falling in wich patrons and heritors of the nati? 
on, in oppoſition to the known r 1 of, ts 
chriſtian people, to elect and chen their unn 
paſtors? Hom are the tigbts of the Lords? 
people in vaded and ttode vÞ by. riolent, tle- 
mente, up and down. the land? A cry; is gone 


« 
lar to heaven againſt the builders, by the {po 
by ＋ Chriſt, like that Cant. v. 7 . The: waick- 
ed, g's; want about the city, found, mg, 1 
re | More me, they mourn deg; me, I he * 
of- | alls tao a - 9, i ＋ 2 17 
t, and complaim came in before th 55 
ts] laſt aſſembly for relief. and role 121 th 
the orb: oy other. grievances, both from mini. 
- nd people ;; but inſtesd of 23 regand | 
ves 104 — a h cont n * 1 
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anew wound is given to the prerogative of | 
tivileges' of his ſubjefs; 1 
1 9 "the leſs of this act now, thar' 1 had 
rtunity to''exoner my ſelf, with relation 
600 it, beſföre the national aſſembly, where it 
8 paſt ; only allow me to ſay,” chat whatever 
Churek- authority may be in that act, yer it 
wants the authority: & the Son of God. All 
etceleſiaſtical authority under heaben is derived 
from him ; and therefore any act that wants his 
_ miithority; bas no Ny at all. And ſeeing 
tbe feverend ſynod bas put me in this place, 
_ whete 1 am in Chriſt's ſtead, I muſt be allowed 
to ſay of ' this att, What 1 apprehend Chriſt. 
bimſelf would ſay of it, were he perſonally 
preſent where I am, and that i is, that by this 
act, the corner: ſtone is teceded from, he is re- 
- jeRed i in bis poor members, and the rich of 
this world put in their room 3 J ſay, were Chriſt 
here vecſens, I tbink he would ſay with relati- 


on to that act, In as much as ye did it unto 


one "of the-leaſt of theſe; ye did it unto me. 
By: this act Obtiſt is tejected in his autho- 
rity, becauſe I can find no warrant trom the 
word dt God, to confer the ſpiritual privileges 
of bis : houſe | upon the rich beyond the poor; 
whereas by tbis act, the man with the Sold 
Ting and gay cloath] ing, is prefer'd unto the 
man with the vile faiment and poor attire. 
2 add further, that this act, 1 judge it in-f| 
1 dent with the principles and practice of 
the beſt reformed churches, aſſerted in mo 
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1 y be 
Will very x meg foon' peg in the overthrow of 


of our gracious ſovereign King George, and the 
proteſtant ſucceffion' in his family. 


of our forefathers, generally Pore of the WE: + 
' tice of Mr Samuel Ruth Hurd, 


with a civil or military, but wich an ecclefiaſti- 
| cal power, in the ſettlement 6f the generali 


fan.) 

ich the known ele of this * FO 
reformation, aſſerted; in out books of dif- 

line, which we are bound by* ſolemn cove- 

ngnr . I am firmly perſwaded, ar 

if a b hot provided, this a& 


e of Soft, and df 4 faithful min- 
fry. therein, In regard, that the power of eleQ. 

ing miniſters; is thereby principally lodged in x 
the hands of a/ſet' of wen, who are generally 
diſaffected to the power of _godlineſs, to the 
-doftrine, diſcipline,” Y Ports and government 
of this church, as well as 5 the government 


All ſound presbyterians, who read the hiſtory 


Janes 
Guthrie, and other worthy Wy of this. 
church, who proteſted a aint the publick reſo- 


ut ions, as a thing inconfi ent with our covenants, 
and prejudicial to the work of reformation, ab 
_ tho” thereby che door was only opened to ma: 


lignants to come into places of civil or military, | 
truſt ; and we who live at this time of day, 
may ſee the pernicious effects theſe reſoluti- 
ons had in the church of Svotland: But What 
ue our forefathers have thought, or what will 
ſucceeding > mae xc think gk this ac * a. 
ſembly, ereby malignants are veſted, not 


of miniſters through the church of Saad 25 Dy: 
which means the a of Scotland, 1 LI 
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* 
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th 3 1 


be in the 555 of her ayowed , . 
being a compliment they neither expec 
defired'.at gur bands. But after all, 
£90 reaſon. to believe, that this 2 * far fro 
. ben ng th -mind of: the generality-. * resbyterics, 
. through, this national; church, an therefore 
would gladly hope a ſealonable fland ſhall Jet 
| by 0 e againſt it, in order to a its Fer 
ious conſe uences. 4.96 ly « 2 
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of the ch C hurch, and js it the. i Blot of of he Pie 
to hate Chriſt exalted as the head-ſtone of the . 
corner? Then let me call and e my reverenc 


the exhortation to ſelf ) 'to- concur,. with 
heart and hand, in na ting, up the chief corner. 
ſtone, and making bis name to be remembrec 
= unto alt generations, that the people may Praiſe, 
1 him for ever and ever. However be has 
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ſtady to exalt him, faying. 88. to uf ob, 
Wl age the Lord with me, let us exalt Me: 
name together. 

11 Mall not Nay, after what has or. a to 
& many motives; only in ſo 1 many . 0 GY 
s' confider © che excellency of his. perſon, 
the en oy, begrs to ug and othegs — 


. | tribe or fam both 7 1 nd Heat e 
being in A 5 5 1 


i to anſwer the maladies and miſexics, of ; 1SnNOrance 
ve 2 * bond age we are under, by t 
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hortation.. Are Ae of the 'Golpel builders' 


brethren, and fathers (and 1 deſire to app 1 


or Kill is rejected by other builders,: yet let vs vs. 


ib 1s, ordained the 
great Prophet, Prieſt and 3 of the d 
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ſig of the firſt ian Bee un conife , that it 
i Bir Father f will, that all nen ond Do? 
nn, him "as they? honour the Father bimſelf5 | 
yea, big Father hat highly exalted bim, and 
hk qe a name above every name, and hath 
ordered rhar«(en6Yy®tongue Thonld tonfeſs t has 
i the Bord, do the glory" of his eternal 
. Ber. Let us cbnſider, that this is the work 
ff the Holy Ghoſt, che great ſcope of all his 
dictgtes in the word, apd of all his graces; in- 
fluetſces and opefanons in the heart, being to 
lift up this corger- tone, Johns vi. 14. He 
Jen gloriſie me, for he ſhall retelve ef mine, 
an ſpall fhew it unto yon. This is the work 
wherein angels dellg ht to be employ'd : With 
What alacrity do they celebrate his nativity, and 
I tell che tidings of if unto the Theepherds. Luke 
| ii. to. Behold Ibring you good tidings of great 
Ir 0hich Pall be to all people; for unto you 
' #r-born this day, iu the city of David, a Sa-. 
1 tiour, which is Chriſt the Lord, and thereup= | 
» | ot Sen 13.” A'mulritnde of the heavenly hoſt 
Praiſe God, ſaying, Glory to God inthe high- 
e; and ou earth peace, good will towards men. 
This was the work” of all the prophets under 
I the Old Teſtament, they all prophetied of him, 
>, | reſtified of his ſufferings, aud of the glory that 
t, || ſhould follow. They were as fo many barbingers, 
d | ſehtto prepare the world for the reception of this 
& || glorious perſon, — All the apoſtles, 'prophets, 
& | evangeliſts, paſtors and teachers, given by him 
e, Þ| unto'the New Teſtament church have had this, 
h,, e the great ſcope of their miniſtry, to ed. 
e, | fy the body of Chriſt, by liſting up the glory of 
1e 127510 e 19 SUGTEDSg 902 64 1146S 32, oh 
in Ye 45 8 3 
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4 this head, one ot the corner, Rev. ir. 10. In 
wort chis 46 and bas been the bufineſs of the 


church F and will be 
BW the work of the church triumphant thra' eterni- 
_  * | Ls . | . 
ty. They all with one voice cry, Worthy: ig 
me Lamb. ibat wal ſlain, to receive power, 
WO 0nd riches, and wiſdom; and ſtrength, aud ho- 
= amour, and gloryiaud bleſſing, Rev, v. 12. And 
is it not glorious: encourage ment to us, to lif 
the hoaour, of our Bedeemet, when We pave 
| ſuch good company to join us in our work. 
Again, let us conſider that Chriſt is the 
lone without which there can be no building, 
\ for he is the church's all. Chriſt it all in all. 
He is her light, her life, her righteouſneſs, her 
ſtrength, her peace, her food, her cloathing, her 
wiſdom, her holineſe. So. that if he be want- 
ing, all is wanting, and the church is ruined, 
We cannot anſwer, the commiſſion. we bear from 
our great Maſter, if we do not exalt N 
corner ſtone. 77 Chriſt aubom ue preach, Cloſ. 
z. 28. we are to be gf Paul's ſpirit, 70 know 
nothing ambngt our hearers, bu; Chriſt and 
im crucified, we are always to triumph in 
che revelation of Chriſt, ſo as the. ſe vr of; bis 
= Kknowledge may. be made manifeſt by us in e- 
very place. To conclude, We can never finiſh 
= ourcourſewithyoy, and the miniſtry we have re- 
ceived. ot the Lord, except this be the great 
ſcope of our work, whether in doctrine, diſcip- 
Line, worſhip or government. 1 ſhall ſhut up.this 
diſcourſe, with a few advices in order to our be- 
ing ſucceſsful. builders of this glorious fabrick, 
W bereof Chriſt is the head - ſtone of the corner. 
VVV 41, Sheof: 
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re mentioned, hereby the Jewiſb N 118 - 
18 


ruined their once 775 85 fabrick, and b 
e in the ruines thereof. Let us 
ware o chaſe doffines vented in our day, which 
diſparage the Par on oy our glorious, e 
derogute fr om: his f. 1 and independent _ 
5 or his 5 "ſovercignity in his 
church. Let us beware of nauſesting the pi- | 
 rituality | of his dodrine, and the ſublime myl- 6 
teries of our holy teligion, referring thereunto 
the harangues of. moraliſts, . . When, we Proge! A 
the law, let us open it in its extent and ſ 9958 1 
tuality, ſo as to turn in its edge upon the heart | 
and conſciences, that it may 1. en of 
| the thoughts and intents of the heart. Let us 
preach bp the Fun righteouſneſs | of the | 
| For as the only ground of à finner's juſtification, 
beware of every thing that bas the leaſt teh 
5 dency to foſter a finner in his hope of luste 
by the works, of the law. Let us beware of 
locking up the door of acceſs to. Chrilt,. by 
legal qualifications, which are no where to be | 
| bad, but in Chriſt himſelf, Let us beware of | 
formality either in preaching « or pray ing, wheres | 
by we ma , deaden the ordinances of God, to 
our own ouls or the ſouls of our hearers; 3 "and 1 
in order there o let us take care to ligenle e or lay 
cl bands upon 8 ſuch. as in the PE 4 
>| men of charity we have reaſon to "think, are 
71 acquaint ed with the power of godlineſs, even 
1 though they have been. trained up in lite- | 
| ature at the foot of a profeſſor 0 e 
5 2 us n of cara! policy in the matte 
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bl 0 0 enter that the houſe 6f Ge bs 


t turned inte Aden of thieves. © 


1 wo In order to Gur * Bets een d paitdes, 
Jer us ſekk' the "builders word from the great | 


milter- builder; for there is a word which 


| Chrift gives his faithful miniſters, "whereby the 
= art of building is much convey ed, Joh xvil. 1 


T Bae giden them thi 22 Withont « this 


Word from the mouth” of Chriſt, we will neve . 


oy put the true art of build] bp 8 church? 


_ "this word the man of God 1725 made a Pee 
builder, A Wot furaiſh'd unto Eyery good 


Volk, Andi dd ask me, What is that 


anſwer, it 3 an experimental t dasinraneß 
With the power of the word upon, the Poul, part 
| "ricularly the knowledge of that leading de | 
ih Gol manifeſted in the fleſh, . 
1 s take care tl every ſtone of the 
8 1 correſpond” with the foundation and 
| corhier-ſtone. ; „ whatever doctrines or practices 
don't hang rigbt with this regulating ſtone let 
5. be caſt. In order ro which, let us examine 
Hur own and others docttine and converſutioh : 


Let u 
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by the plumb line and infallible rule of the 
Word. To the law and to the teſtimony; If 
they ſpeak not according to theſe things, it ws 


becauſe there is no truth in them, Iſa. 
N | : | RON 


whenever we diſcern the danger a coming, 


either from open enemies or pretended friends, 


let us give the cry, like faithful watchmen, and 


tho? fellow-builders be offended there is no 
help for that. Tis a heavy charge that is laid 
by God againſt ſome as above, that they were 
dumb dogs that could not bark, but preferred 
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? +4 
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their own carnal eaſe unto the ſafety of the 


Church, Ja. Ivi. 10, 11, 12. 


5. Let us wreſtle much at a throne of grace 
for the countenance of the great Maſter and aſ- 
ſiſtance of his Spirit, for except the Lord 
build the houſe, the builders Juild in vain. 


Paul may plant, and Appallos water, but 711 5 ; 


God giveth the increaſe. 


. 


5 . 4 N ; F : 4 
mo | : 4 7 | : et e 
» S - : = i 
: 6 [] 1 „ 
WV | 
- 5 : * * 
J k KY 
: - g 9 
8 


. 


11 


8 2 * 
3 ' T1 
. SN A 
* N ane e W 

- | * a 
1 WEED 


; * ? A . - ®, W 4 AA, by HF | & 7 
| «+ +1 + 3%, #44 „ +. ew lc is 
59 * 1 2 11 AF es 3 I; 4 „ „ 3 * 1 8 
4 „ : 1 5 31 | 5 * 
* 4 ” ; * 
- L os * * bo © - 
, N ©: ? » %* 7 * * #3 * 
1 * * #77 «2 n p 3 1 * 14 3 * — - 
8 12 $ A $4 a* : 1 — i E ; 


J o M n „ | Ree 8 n : 5 
09 HT 3 43 43 2487 4 * 5 


7 : 
N * | 14 1 ©.) 17 . 1 
. * 4 2 * 1 n £ 3 : #& 4. F WS LS 4% $414 — SE 88 a 


* 
* ** of. . 19 
5 ; 1 $a 44-4 „ 


„ 

* 

7 | g 5 £ x Bol 25 8 <4 

""BISTY : To: 5103078 W IN 
3 !! On Ws vey 3 oy 

{1s "FR TVT 


* * $ ” hal 


g Z 3+ 4 ; "I 1 
STEIN. | 4M. $ "$374, 4 ws >: 7 * 4 +41 ny” 


5 550 * * : 
2 1 N. 


* 5 
* * . 
T . — 


7 ” 
2 F. . 14 
"4 £7.47 7 
"ILY 
3 
pl 
kg 
- * 3 
| <7, 


t 


3 a — 7 
py a * $ 1 8 > $. N 
Pt >»... e 3 * * \ * 7 4 'S * EI" 4 % 1 *. * 4 - * 1 * * % k 
e . « + . 5 : l % 0 N p 1 5 : \ ' - 
SSA 3 3-4 1 4 2 ALES F RY 
, "a 2 * * 4 
| | A a 1 , — * „ © 
« | £ de 4 I © a * 22 oe, | : ; Nr , +, _ * * * $ - 
3 3 * * - S. \ 8 1 R 
* 43 9g e* 5 6 a * a l 
4 5 J « w» 2 
4 . ] 5 25 8 W * 0 2 ; 
5 * * 3 IV 4 Sa F S 24% 3 
* 
* » * 
6 * 2 4 1 i 5 * £ — $ 
* k 
[4 4 . r 
* * . 4 
8 8 * 
* . 
* F : _ A E 
9 - 
* 
© A - © * * & * * — 
1 1 * 4 % - 
: As os. 
* _ * — 
- K - 
- Fo”. x 4 . 
8 1 N - 4 
9 7 
N f 0 
3 . — {4 4 — 
N * 


* . - 
1 : 4 
. 
* * Y 
: ö 0 W 4 Gn, a * i : 
x 5 1 oy FRE 
3 1 2 £ * pe ht, p v8 = 
— 1 , * . — 7 2 N * 
. 4 "» * *% 5. 8 i k S* * . bt 
. J . 
> F 3 F ; © 
© ; #- i 9 2 n 
z 4 * * 
* » * < 
* -< 4 
, g bY . 
5 7 Wo Fo on . 
62 * : 
= > * 5 = 28 
ZE vp 3 * , . 
N * — 1 - - 7 fy * 
1 * s * = * X 
* 1 * 
1 * 1 5 * 
N Gn 7 1 5 * 
2 - - - — 8 
EY he 4 — w o £ 
— * „ — $ 
w 
. 
* £ . 
. T 5 
* 17 
- 1 = 
+ a 
L „ 
s f F : © 
; i A ky” i 


q £%. 4 
3 
fy ? i 3 4 


+ oa 
+ 544 
Dy 4 & 
* . 
* : £ 2 
— 2 
T 
- = * 
. 5 9 
4 N 
£ — 
— tr 


Ys 
8 
-. * 
* 
C4 
* * 
4 
= 


CO 


1 


2 * 


— 
1 
* 
% 


* 
. 
2 
=— 


2 


5 
* 


P 
* 
£ 


” b On ; 
ETD oa CO Fit wk e \ 
a s 2-2 Mos $4. % K 


__ : rrament. 


* 10% 6 


Lo 


* 
9 


a ' * 


INE Ai, 


1 a * 4 2 es 
3 4 — vp 2 (VA. 
* 


I, d ry. Y 


* 


* N N - 


— mop, 
— CORY 
3 


— — 
# 


* 


% 


— 


* 
- 


— 
. 


„ ue ge? = 
22 
db 


* 


N 
— 


— Bog » are 


— 
£ Rd 
2 

[ 


great noiſe thro' this and feweral orber _ 
LEY \\vorawe.e: uf. tbe land: Leſt any On 
0 © nhink the Author ir aſbam 4 of his doctrine b 

there delivered, 


«3 


9 Bf 
hp the world with N other... He bad Ius 
0 preac h from that text Iſa. of in Novemti- 


ber 30. 1731, and having oke to the _ 


N . - clauſes, be cook occaſion June 4, 1732, v5 
bath evening 2 the celebration of the Sacra- 


ment at Stirling, to inſiſt whon the clauſe im- 


Fo —_— following, The government ſhall be 


his ſhoulder, as be haf been inſiſting upon 
following part of the verſe ever ſince. 
wr” were of opinion, that the fubjet was 


'  gwnſuitable to the Occaſion, after people had been 


- at a commumion table; but it would appear, 


' that ſuch as think ſo, do not conſider, that 


"On did wade to the throne and government 
his mediatory kingdom thro habe, For my 


Fart I do not know how one can be better enter- | 


Jained, either as or immediately after he has 


Teen at the Lord's table ſbewing forth his death, 


than by letting him know, that he who was 


bat more. comfortable to 4 believer ban o 
Bear that the Lamb flain #s now in the (midi | 


of the throne, wich the reins of government in 


* - 


U * 


Bit hand, e in a day of trouble and of 


5 treadin down of perplexity from the Lord 


God of Hoſts i in 1 valley of viſion ? 
* judg d it amiſs on ſuch ag Occaſion, to 
upon the Act of end anent the ſettle- 
252 o vacuni congregations, which had been 
a few days '& Ml that ir needful 
1% be ſaid in anſwer 10 mhich; i that the pub- 
8 5 aoound given by bat att was freſh, and the 


be wig of whe ue” * * Goa * | 
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2 ** j 
* * 
Vs 


dead is now alive, and lives for evermore, || - 
_having the keys of hell and death in his hand.. 


ee themſelves ſpoil d by thoſe who ſhould been 


out which it would have looked ſomewhat ab- 
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he guardians of their ſperatual rigbes and 


privileges; and what could be more proper 


rhan o panſe the green wound, and four in 


Some of ihe healing balſam of goſpel conſolation, 
ariſing from the government of their great 


King, who rules in the midſt of his enemies. 
The author never pretended to deliver every 


Zartioular word or gentence, contained in his 1 
note, which, to him would be the greateſt 
ſlavery and confinement. But as the ſermon 


ſtood in Bit notes, ſo it comes abroad; 


and he ſuppoſes that there will ze but very 


— 


ry 


-oben_ he enter d upon the Text 3s added, with- 


enconſiderable pariation. Only, the preamlle "= 


rußt; beſides ſomething he hag not time that 
evening w overtake, at the end of the diſtourſe. 


He preached two other ſermons on the ſame 


Clauſe of the nerfe, the ſabbath following, which 1 


tbere was no time to tranſe rile for the pra, 
ot her wiſe the dijcourſe might been more per fett, 
| ana 52 amiſſion puarrelled by ſome been ſup- 
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a 4 * Ta. Tis 3 828 F. 
Laab ix. 6. For unte us a child 35 vorn, un. 
| 0454 fon 7 and the gane rnment ſhall 

Je upbn bis ſhoulder : and his gary ns be 
| .. Called, Wonderful, Counſellor, The mighty God. 
ye everlaſting father, The princeof Peace. 
nu greet defiga of God in his 

| TN Whole works of creation and provi - 

. "ill dence, 1s to manifeſt and | make 

won the glory. of his power, 
ET Se wiſdom, goodneſs and greatneſs to 
che children of men. Hence is that of David. 

5 21. xix. from the beginning. The heavens 
| declare the gory of God, and the firmament 
t ſreweth his handy work. _ Day.unto day utter. 

eth ſteech, Au night unte night ſhewerh know- 
| ledge! Andi it be ask d, what che great de- 

ſign of Gog is in the ſcriptures Ly anſwer, 4 
is juſt tg bring a lot world 4d the know- 
ledge of a,Sawiour, Me 23 the braghineſs of the 
|| Father's Herr. und theexpreſs image of bis ber, 

n: All the-prophecies, promiſes, aiftg 
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Yi 


ories and 


| doftrines of the word, do poiptus to him, as the 
'f needle in the mariners gompaſs points to the 
| | pole-ſtar; To him bore all the prophets aui t. 
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thong? 


| How ſhall we ever fulfil. the law as a covenant, 


of the law. for 


— Feftdment were ſent unto all bations with ins 
5 155 "trumpet of the everlaſting goſpel in their 
| fl 


vt ar was 'the great theme of their ſer-" 
It was Juſt to make Chriſt Known a- 


miong the nations; he was the Af <4 and Omega 
of their whole miniſtry; tis Ch! 

tC Oar ITN ISIS ß rt Far T6 
- to the Coloſtans, whom we preach z and writs, 


rift, fays Faul 


ing to the Corinthians, he declares, that he 
deſired to know nathing among them, but Chriſt 
9nd bim crucified. In ſhoxr, fre, ou N 


ing and your hearing is in vain, un oſs we 
bring you in to the knowledge of Chriſt and an 


8 acquaintance With, him. He is the foundation 
| God hath laid in Zion, aud another foundation 


” 
— — 


e in hearing, ſhould be to make you, trul 


. 1 2 


can ho man lay. Our defign in RA 


gracious and religious, but how ſhall ever a man 
acquainted with the power of godlineſs, if 


21 


be de a firanger to him who. is the great 


myſtery of it, even God manifeſted in the f 
but by acquaintance with him, obo ir phe png 


* 


that believeth2 How ſhall we ever fulfill it 


| bs rule, but by faith in him, % 35 rhe 


* 


glory of our ſtrengtb: And how ſhall wWe 
ever come to God, from whom we are ſepa: 


rate, .but by him zee in the way, ie new 
and living way, and without whom there it 


20 coming Yo, the father? So that all. the 
Ines of religion meer in bim as. their center, 
That F may commence him to you, 1:haye 


xead this text of ſcripture; which 1s as full o 


es EE 4 Chriſt 


righteouſneſs, to every. ous Wl 


mt 4 ſon is given, and the government. ſhall 
| be upon his ſhoulder, &c. _ 1 


Chapter, having ſpoken of dark 'and diſmal ; 
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(6 


| Chrifh, as any that we meet with in the ſcrip-. 


tures of truth, and the more of Chriſt be in any 


text, the more marrow and fatneſs, the more. 
_ favour and ſweetneſs will be in it, to the foul 


that knows him. To us 4 child is born, 


The prophet in the cloſe. of the proceedin I 


days of trouble and difteſoycomes in the begin: 
ning of this, to comfort and encourage the 


| hearts of true believers, with the great and good 
| things which were à coming in the days of the 


reat Meſſiah ; and there are three great New- 


| Teſtament bleſſings he condeſcends upon. 
| world, ver. 2. The people that walked in dark- 


neſs, bave ſeen à great light ; ny that dwell 
in the land of the ſhadow of death, upon them. 
hath the light ſhined. This world, particular- 
ly. of the Gentz/e nations, before the coming of bh. 
Chriſt was 4 dungeon of darkneſs, it was a val- 
ley of the ſhadow of death, for want of the 


and immortality are brought ro light, on 


which account we in this land may join iſſue 
with Zacharias in his ſong, Luke i. 78, 19. 


Through the tender mercy. of our God ; ere. 


_by the day ſpring from on high hath viſited 


. us, to give light to them that fit in darkneſs, 


and in the ſhadow of geath, to guide our feet 


Ju. 


4 


goſpel light, for 'where no viſion. is the People 

| periſh. But by the coming. of Chriſt, whoſe 
going Jerry wi? Li gh as. the morning, in 
| the diſpenſation of the everlaſting goſpel, life 


= 


e ee 2 
a imo es of peace; On U that bete were a 
ſuitable ba of goſpel- light, among theſe 1 
Who have. it in the external diſpenſation of it; 18 
but alas, is not that word of Chtiſt too appli- Fi 
cable to many, Zight it come into the 1675 | 
and men have loved. Werk rather than light, "IN 
5 1 their deeds are evil. 
A econd great New Teſtament Vlefng th the 
het f an of, is joy in the Lord. = 
( hou haſt multiply a the nation and not 1 = 
beg the Joy ; they Joy before thee, according 
0 the joy in harveſt, and as men rejoace, oben 
they foie the oil: The holy nation of the 
New Teſtament church would be multiply'd 
upon the promulgation of the goſpel light, 45 
That Chrift ſhould have the dew of this youth, 
by the flowings in of 3he nations unto the boſom 
8 the church; but yet the carnal joy of Hat ⁵ 
mould not be thereby encreas'd, like that f ä 
the Jeror, when they fat under their vines, ald 
under their ſig trees, eating the milk and hony 
of the Land of Canaan ; yet there ſhould be a- 
* bundance_ of ſpiritual joy in the Lord, which 
would put more gladneſs in the hearts of true 
converts, than the j of the harveſt, or of them 
8 divide the ſpoil. Obſerve, That the j Joy. 1 
of faith, which terminates in the — righhj- 
1 teouſneſs, fulneſs of Chriſt, and the favour of 
God through him, infinitely. exceeds all the 
' carnal mirth and jollity of a tranſient. world, ⁶ 
which is but like rhe crackling of thorns wider 
2 por ; the joy of faith 1 is'a 177 ö and | 
| — of I 
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Ae ty and ſrec dom 
| eſtament ang; that wou dF 0, 
MM” wer. 4 . or, thoil 


Jule of bis wrihen, and the ſtaff. of, 
55 rod f h 1 25 7 n pai 77 hs 
"fat, Fur every battle e Warrio 7 


| *© confſus'd noiſe, ang. ——.— ralled in blood, 


|; 1. 
0 15 f As Gideon was an inſtrument, in the wes 1 
0 G5 $2 » for, br caking. the beavy. yoke of . 1 
n, that en had wreathed about the n 
YH of tf Yael of old; fo Chriſt upon his coming. li 
2 195 ug] 7 aa ſhould travel in the great- 
5 hands of 7 „to deliver poor be 
F 10 be. han 1 r enemie 
World, and th e ee i. uh 1 
they nn But yet I AYE 


deliveripg bie people. from _ ſpiritual ben, 
pas Joc Cideon at that time delivered.” 1/7, 
"by; the. force of carnal arms, 904th: :he;confurd 
noise of the: War our, ud. garments. FAN 2n 
Chriſt's kingdom $ 


1 of ro*. God to the pulling down of ftro 

_ "Chriſt's kingdom 1 75 * piritual 
liberty brought about, by burning and fewel of 
Fre, or by the. ſpirit of judgment anũ the ſpirit 
burnzug, chap. iy. 4. that is, by the queen of the 
| ſpirit 7 Chriſt coming along with, the diſpenſa- 
nes goſpel light, which would. burn up and 
bonſume the mY and p 167 e 8 Ne. nn 


if 
| 8 
1 * 424 2 — 
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this: ſhall. le wir burning and fee! of 


Ute 


ed, 8.4 ge rit betwixt. - 
eos way ty re ing 72 55 — 4 Chrifh 8 + 


. not. dehz vo, they are not carn al, % Jut MA 
1% | 


all the works of tha devil, even as-fire;conſumes - 1 
any combuſtible matter, that is caſt into it. 1 
No if any ſhonld ask who is he, and whera 
is he that ſhall do all theſe great things? Why, 
here you have an anſwer in the words of my 
text, For umto us a Child is hore, unto ws A ο | 
ig given, and the gonernment ſball be. upon-his | 
ſhoulder, &c. The prophet, chap. vii. der. 14. 
had told them that 4 virgin ſhould conceive, and 
bring fort h a. ſon, an they ſbould call his name 
Immanuel now ſays he, this is he that ſhall do 
all theſe: great wonderful things u pon his appear- 
and to us he is given. by 


_ ance on the ſtage of time, for to us he is 

t en eee 

In the words we may notice theſe things follow: 
ing. 1ſt. The incarnation of the great; Meſſias, 
for bere the prophet ſpeaks. of his birth. 2. 
His donation; he is the gift of God to a loſt 1 
World, 20 uf à Son 25 given. 3. His advances 

ment to the ſupreme rule and authority, 71e 
government. ſball be upon his ſboulder. 4. 
His character and deſignation in ſive names 
bere given him, which ſhews, that he has a 
name above every name, Wonderful, Counsel 
our, the everlaſting Father, maghty God, and 
Prince of; Peace. 5. We bave the relation he 
ſtands in to loſt finners of Adam's family; he is 
I born to us, he is given to us, and not to the angels 
I which; fell, 6. We bave the application and 
8 church MN 1 


a n * 1 


triumph of faith upon all this, 
here lays. claim to him, and triumphs in her ⁵ 
dlaim, for the words are uttered in a way of holy. . e 
boaſting. To us this Child is born, Ito ws this Son WM 
is given; much like the triumph of the ſpouſo, ⁶ 
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Cant. v. 16. Tit is my 
| my friend, O' eee 


ol his church. What is needful for the explicari- 
on of theſe words, will occur in ſpeaking to this 


doctrine, That as the church is Chrift's peculiar 
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beloved, and this 5» 


challeng'd the whole world to ſhew hie 
match. I have diſcours'd _— of the firſt 
two of theſe go on to the 


| tw 8 and now 

third, vis. The authority wWherewith Chriſt 

| Ire veſted in the church, by his Father's ordina- 

17 The- government ſball be upon his ſhould- 
VVT % . * of 


Site, Ye have this day been travelling with. 
bim to Colgorba' and Calvary, where you 
might ſee him bearing his croſs,” yea nailed to 
it, and pouring out his foul unto death, in a way 

of ſatisfaction to juſtice for our fins; but now I 


vernment is laid upon his ſhoulder, the father 


th put all things into his hands for the good 


kingdom in this world, ſo the government here- 


7 0 


would lead you unto Mont Sion, that ye may 
| view him ſwaying the ſcepter of heaven; for the 


li of; it by the Father's ordination committed to 
Sin, orlald upon bis ſhoulder, 
For confirmation of the doctrine, I need 
only repeat the words of the text, tho* many 
other ſeriptures might be adduc'd, which to 
gain time I ware at preſent,” Tous a Child 
. 5s "born; % vs a Son 4s. gi ven, and the go- 
|| ernment ſhalt be upon his: ſhoulder. In dif- 
courting of which doQrine, through divine aſ- 
_ Fiftance,'I ſhall endeavour: to do theſe things. 
J. I would offer'a few thoughts anent che church 
er kingdom of Chriſtin the world. II. Speak a2 


a f 


 Mitle, of the government of his kingdom. III. 
Ho it is committed to him by his Father. IV. 
by it is committed to him or laid upon his 
„ Füirſt, To offer a few. thoughts anent the Ml 
church or kiogdom of Chriſt in.this world. 1. 
| - then, By the church I underſtand that remnant WM 
| of, Adam's. family, who being determin'd to | 
|| - break their covenant with hell, and their agree 
| their Prophet, Prieſt and King, either inrealit F 
or by a viſible and credible profeſſion of thelt 
Ifaich in him, This remnant of Adam's family, 
- | - as they are ſcattered through the world, make the | 
church univerſal, and any particular members 
of this, whether in a nation, congregation, or family. 
are called particular churches, national, parochi- | 
al, or domeſtick ; but till theſe are but branches MK 
of the church univerſal, which makes the myfti- 
cal body of Chriſt in the world. 2. The church ³ 
or kindgom of Chriſt, during the Old Teſta- 
ment diſpenſation, was peculiarly confin'd to the 
poſterity of Arabam, to the nation of the Jerut, 
excepzing a few gentile proſelytes: But now fince 
the coming of Chriſt ia the fleſh, and his reſur- 
tection from the dead, is extended alſa ta the 
gentile nations, according to Pſal. ii. 8. the par- 
tition wall being removed, and a door of faith 
opened to the gentiles, Chriſt it now ſer for an 
i enſign to the gentile world. Iſa. xi. 10. Aud 
in that day, there ſhall be a roat of eſſe, which 
Hall ſtand for an enſign. to tbe people; ro.48 
4 ſhall the. gentiles ſeek, and bis reſt [ball be gio--—- 
: #4085. ,3. All the 2 of Chriſt's kingdom 
t!!! 44 © - a 
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mne 8 de aa 
1h res of hell, bel CHlaren — 
N as others.” Every tain by nature comes in 

8 8 world, » wearing the devil's s liyety 'of 
onial fin” ad of à depraved nature, till Chriſt i in 
OE wer come und ſet the captive of the 


e 2 ul Chr f o is the ſtronger, enter in and 
Lell kim 'of ie goods, And tranſlate the poor 
ſoul kom the power of” darkneſs into his King - 
dom of light. 4. The great engine whereby 
Cheit fie up a Lingen to himſelf in the 
world, 'is the pre 1 reaching of the everlaſting goſpel, 
Lebmpen MM ith the power and efficacy of his 
"ſpirit. a Is 1s call'd 2 rod f Vis  frongeh, 

* whereb y; he makes 4 willing People." The goſpel 


i *by theſe wenpont, which are not "carnal + 
= Bag 9 65 Cod, he caſts” down ſtrong holds. 
i! + The church and Kingdom of Chriſt being 


a , zul ſdom aud knowledge are hid can- 
not miſs of being one of the belt regulated fo- 
eleties in the world as under his management, 
4 "wharever*" regularities' mia - be found in her 
"rh rough the corruptions of men intermingling 
With the concerns ofe the Kingdom. The 2 
becauſe of her come 1 and regularity, as ſhe 
in moulded by her k the, — 5 ber, is 
1 -compar'd. unto's city Iyin Te 7 
[| "She's Tu. to be dome as Feruſalem, beduri- 
| Be ſituation; ' the Tp | of rhe - whole earth. 
king n 1 render any 9 


rs * FAS CS „ 


2900 Tt e ſtrong man keeps*the 


is the Power: of God umto ee, 4935 it 


found ed and” governed by him, zn whom a. — 


rt ſquare, R eV. Ki. 5 


3 4s » ix 355 
a} * dlar is to e d. 
»ör kingdom bf Bhi Apt. 
10 t. A kingdom” well — its * 
And ſo bath the church of Chriſt 5 — the laws 
ven by her King are all holy i e 
_ am all the true ubjects of the e oo. - = 
light in the laws of their 1 14 a8 3 a 9 
_ *tranfeript of infinite wiſdom and T4 
2. A kingdom has its . er * king. 
and ſo hath the church of Chriſt; * te ge 
Jome' apoſtles, ſomo brophers, evangeliſts, paſ- KM 
tot und teachers; for "the : perf efting of the, i 
urch, for the"edifying of the body of Ori: = 
Till we all come in — unity of the faith, and 
"of rhe knowleuge of the ſon f God, um to a | 
Pork feet man, unto" the meaſure of the Rature 
of the fulneſt f Chriſt, Eph; iv. 11, 12, 18. 
And tis by his officers or office-dearers that e 
"Have been ſerv'd this yy at bis table, e 
og to hie direction. 1 
8. A kingdom hath its "coin aka ſub- | 
© JeAs-artetid/to receive the will of the king, and 
the benefits of his ad miniſtration; and ſo hath 
the church. David ſpeaking: of the Old: Teſ- 
tament church, and particularly of Jeruſalam, 
type of the New. ſeſta ment church, tells us, 
ere are the thrones of judgment; the thrones = 
f the Bouſe David,  whither the tribes igo © t 
up, the triler of the' Lord to the teſtimany ⁵⁶ſ 
ef Ifrael. The church of Chriſt, even, the 
| 


3 N 


4 5 


church militant, hath her courts for govern- 
ment, where the key of diſcipline. is:exerciſed, WW 
and her court for worſhip, Where the dodtrine, | 
hi dhe erdinancos of — ws! 8 700 


FTF i We WY 'w SW: 0 0. WW. 


Which is commonly appended ee 

/ _-tothe charter of his covenant of grace, . bap- 

tilm and the Lord's ſupper, the laſt of which 

we have been this day diſpenfing unto you 

for the confirmation of your faith, as to the va · 

lidity of the charter, and happy for ever is that 
man, who has gat the internal ſeal of the ſa- 
crament, and privy ſeal of the Holy Spirit with 
it, for he 5s ſealled np to the day of redemption. 

|| grapple. with, both foreign and inteſtine; and 

ſio hath the kingdom of Chriſt, the gates of hell 

| © ing to overthrow the kingdom of Chriſt in the | 

world, the Dragon with his angels and armies | 


* 


f 

| make war againſt Michael and his angels, * 
| 
j 


tue war between the ſeed of the woman, and 
| | ſeed'of the ſerpent, like that betwixe Amalek 
And Mael, will never end while the world ſtands. 
But beſides the foreigh enemies the church of 
Cͤbriſt hath to deal with, inteſtine. enemies, cor · 
trupt officers, members, and miniſters,. pretend- 
ing to build, and yet cauſing the work to ceaſe, 
in as far as in them lies. Yea, the true ſubjects 
ol this kingdom of Chriſt, have the enemy of a 
deceitful and corrupt heart within them, that is 
ready to join hand wirh the enemy that is 
more foreign. The kingdom of Chriſt is a thea- 
ttre of continual war from the diſturbances per- 
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e e by ſms of e ne, ad 
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Will de militant while in this world, for. w WM 
wreſtle nor with fleſh and blood only, but with MW 


deen this day in the | banqueting-houſe, provide 
a pee he Re Re, N 
6. A ki 


provided for them, the ſhield of farth, tbe bel. 


Alreng holds ; and fo bath the church of Chriſt, | 


Principalities and frwers, * . the rulerr 
of the darkneſs of this world, againſt ſÞpiritu- 
al wickedneſs in high places; and ye who have . WW 


A kingdom hath its armies and auxili- 
ries ; and ſo hath the church of Chrift, being 
in à confederacy with the Lord of Hoſts ; the 
Armies of heaven are ready to fight her qua rrel, 
and to ſtep in to the aſſiſtance of the true be⸗ 
lever, who is minting to fight the good fight' 
of faith, under the conduct of the captain of 
ſalvation ; and becauſe all the ſubjects aro. ſol- 
diers, there is 4 ſuitable military equipage 
CT; 8 
7. A Kingdom hath | its fortifications . and 


Ta. xxvi. 1. In that day ſhall this ſong be 
ſung in the land of Fudab, we Bade a ſtrong 
city, ſalvation will Goa afpornt for walls and 

bulwarks. The firong ramparts of the king- 

dom are the divine attributes; for as the mouu- 

tain are round about Jeruſalem, ſo. the Lord 

encomPaſſeth them that fear bim. A God in 
Chrift js rhe church's refuge, P/al. xlvi. 1. God MK 
is our refuge, a very preſent help in tronble. WK 
The Second thing was to ſpeak a little of the WM 
government and adminiftration. of the kingdom. 
Whar | have to offer as to this, take in the par- 
ticulars following. 1/t, Chriſt himſelf you ſee I} 
in the text is the great and a” FE. 


* 
* 1 


; * 
* 


= * 6— . TOFy —— 
. 


Te gonernment Hall be upon bis fhonider. Pd 
If ii:6.. Tet have ſet my. king upon my" bolg: 
Bi Lian. Migch v. 2. Brut thou Bechlehem: 
| Ephratah, though thow be little among the thou- 


Ob how. may the church of believers 2 
0 


* 


* Jaftaſy 

| | Chriſt, fer the more ad vantagivus government 
of bis church, Ebb. i. 22, 23. juſt now N. 8 | 

and Phil. ii. 9,' 10, 11. So that not only the go- 


his father, for the government and a 
253 4, And e it of 


1 


þ 2 P's 


I 2 gbings forth have been of old, from ever. 
' lIafting, Micah ii. 13. And their king ſhall paſs 


his latter will, Rem. viii. 28. All things work to- 

get ber for good, to them that love. God, to them 

| obo are the called accor ding to his Purpoſe... 3. 
h 


on: You read of e it, ſa. ii. 
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unte Mey that ir 0 Je ruler in ae: 


* . 


before them; and the Lord on the heag of theme 
Epb. i. 22, 23. He hath ginen him to be the 


| Bead over all thing te the church, which it his 


body, the fullneſs. of him that filleth all in all. 


4 


felves in their king and governor, ſaying, Te 

Lord it our defence, the holy one of Iſrael..3s 

our ting, in Lim all all the. feed of Iſrael be 
3 


ang kee glory. x. All things in hex: 


ven, earth and hell are put under the power of 


vernment of the church, but the government of 


inviſible are in the hand of Chriſt for the ſake 


» 


of his church. Hence is that promiſe or article of 


W # 


\riſt, the king of Zion is wandert! ly tted by 


miniftrati- 
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* 


7 | e Lord ſpall reſi] 
om, he ſp erat of wwſdom aud under ſtand- 
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ng, the Ibirit of council and might, the ſperatl © 
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CITES 4 
tene and. f 15. 03 0 the Tori. And 
ſhall make him of quick under ſtanding, in the 
N of rhe. Lord," and 'he ſhall not Judge after 


The fight of 'bis enen, neither reprove after the 


bearing. of his* cars. "But with righteouſneſs 


hall he jndge the poor, add reproge with equ— W 


ty, for the meek of the earth And he hall 
ſmire"theearth with the rod of U, mouth, aud 


with the breath of his lips fall te Nay the 
wicked. Oh! where was there ever ſuch à we 


qualißed governer? Tis impoſſible he cau err In F 


his adminifration'; and wn t ſweetens this is; 


chat the quafifications of the king are commun 


cable, and actually 13 unto all, th ; 
byalſubjeQs of the kingdom, for he is not onl 
u head of government but of influences, for out 


ot his fullneſs do all we receive and grace for ” 


grace. 4. Chriſt's overnment and adminiftratt: 
on is ver wonderful and ſurprizing; you ſes 
9 that the name of that governor is nder: 
He is wonderful in his perſon, and Won⸗ 
We in his adminiſtration, for by is skill of 
management in his kingdom, he brings lie ght cut 
of darkneſs, order out of confuſion, life out k 
death, ſtrengtb out Y weakneſs, and therefore 
the ſubjeQs may be eaſy amiqdſt the greateſt, a” 
9 10 confuſions, 7 "though. the mountains | 
were remoyi d heaven And earth mingling, 


for het 7s the 8 that doth. Wonders, and rules . 


even in the raging of the fea, Sc,, 5. Chrit's 
E and adminigration i in and about his 


urch and people is exceeding 7 wile; fo 97 15 


28 Imported in his. being call 4 the £041, ſellour. 


Wiſdom and Connell art * there's. Lo 720 70 Jeet 95 
"MITE | ing 
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Ai ſcovert deep things ont of 4 17 and brings 
7e. ht the ſhadows jo 3 he rules in the 


8 3 foolifineſs ; and 7 


gude them: by bis te aud. afterwar, 
Fe them to glory. 6. Chriſt's government an 


" Ga „who is able to protect his ſervants, and 18 
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turns all their counci 
or his Jeyal ſubjecta, 


of his enemies, a 


iniſtration is irreſiſtible, for the governor is 


dhe maghty God, who will. go thro” with his 
feligns; Who can ſtay his band, or ſay unto him, 
6 doeſt thou? O ler mount Ziog reioice, ft 


1 Judab be glad, fat her king 
of ber is mighty, yea the almigh ty 


oth able and reſolved to mY, i 1 

igh is his hand, and ſirong as hit right hand, 
7 bis right Hogg dot h eder galiantly. How 
fant did be ſpoil princ ipalities powers 


. 8 the croſs ? A he is a$ valiant as ever... 7. 


. in the government of his church and 
e is exceeding tender and compaſſionate, 
pets name is the everlaſting | Fat er, with 


' whom compaſſins flow, aud his mercy is from 


rlaſting to ever aſting upon 1 that fear 


4 77 4 4 1 Pick Bis c 7 7 4 05 
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ch is very Lee for 1 Name is 9 9 


Is 7 Prince of TR * the. Sores of hn 
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e "bers Wall hee ond. Tis 
true, he has told hip ſubjects that ig „ | 
rho ſball have eribulateon, but yer in him they YN 
ſhall have peace, for be bathoveroome 1 — 1 


and the peace he gives is fuch s the 
"can neither gir nor take away, John = 
27. Peace I ſeaue with you, my peace 1 
}roe wnro you, not as the world gi vert 


laſting, fot of the Increaſe of hie overnmem I 
there ſhall be no end. His kingdom te an ev r- If 
Laſting kingdom, and his dominion that whith I 
Mall not be defitoyed 3 bis feed ſhall endure 2 
for ever, and his throne built up to all h 
ons. Other kings dye, and: their kingdoms 
's moulder away into nothing; but he zs tbe king 

erernal, immortal, and his kingdom endureth for 
ever. Ty rhrone O God is for ever and ever, 
the ſcepter of thy kingdom is a right ſceprer. 
Judgment and Juſtice are the babitation of bis | 
_ F#hrone', and this is whatrenders his goternment 
_ everlaſting, becauſe this king doth rule in righ- 

|  teouſneſs, and bis rue a 15 f eſtallilbes in 


Mee. by | 
| The Shirt thing was to enquire, how. a 1 
government of the church is committed _—_ 1 

 Chriſt'or laid upon his ſhoulder- | Inter 9 
t think, that in this expreſſion there is an laden B 
| to the antient cuſtom of carrying the enfigns of 
government upon the ſhovider: of rs who 

_ were inveſted with it, or of their officers.” The 
; 2 meaning is, that the government and 

fupreme authority of the church, whether mili- 
25 — or A — 8 An 


. grae 1 rte you. 9. This government is evet> BK 
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| expreſſion. much of the ſame import you have, 


6 - 


i lay upon his ſbou 


cree of beaven be reverſed, or theſe mountains 


I of braſs be overturned? No ſurely, the torn: 
Vel of the Lord ſhall ſtand; and therefore the, 
erown ſhall ſtand on the redeemer's head, and 


the goverment. ly upon bis houider. 2. With. 


the ſolemnity of a covenant tranſacted betwixt 

him and his eternal Father, when the counſel 

of peace was between them both; and what is 
the iſſue af that grand counſel, which was beld: 


in heaven, from the antient ages of eternity? 


It was juſt, that he man obe name is the 


and rule upon his thronę, Zech. vi. 13. 3. With 
che tolemnityl of an oath, ratifying the determb. 


| -gation:of the counſel of peace in this matter. 
fal lxxxik, 3, f. I have made a couenant 
Vith my choſen, I have ſworn: unto David my; 
ſervant. Thy ſeed will I eſtabliſh for. ever, and 


ld up thy throne'to all generations. And: 


5 D 
; Joh -' 
"44 4 oY 


ii: 22. 4nd the kay of the. houſe of David 
dari 3 %% he ſhall open 
And none ſhall ſhut; and be ſhall ſhut and none 
Pall open. Now the government is committed to 
| Chriſt; or laid upon his ſhoulder, with a three or 
dourfold ſolemnity. 1. With the ſolemnity of 
an unalterable decree. £ſal. ii. 6, 7. Tet have 1 
ſet my king upon my holy hall of Zion. I will de- 
tlare ibe gecree, the Lord hath ſaid unto me, 
thou. art my Son, this day have I begotten thee. 
Ake ne, and I will give thee the heathen for. 
 thane anheritance, and the uttermoſt parit of 
the earth for thy paſſeſion. Now, can this de- 


| N Branch ſhould come out of his lace, that he 7 
[| ſhould bear the glary, and that be [ſhould ſit 
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you ſee Ser. 35. that in his oath he impignotates | 
is holineſs, tbe moſt orient and dazling jewel 
_ off his crown, for the greater | ſecurity.” Once 
have I ſworn by my holineſs, that I i nor 
Iye unto David, i. e. Iwill as ſoon ceaſe to 
he à holy God as turn my Son cut af the go; 
vernment ; no, it ſhall lye upon his ſhoulder, a 
long as I am holy; and that is for ever and ever. 
4. The government is conmitted to him by a 
ſolemu election and inveſtiture.z he was elected 
to the government by his own. Father and che 
Joint concutrence of all the ſubjects, Ila, xlii. 1. 
He ig mine ęlect in whom: my ſoul deli ghieth. 
Pal. lxxxix. 15. I have exalled one choſen out 
of the people, I have found Dauid ny ſervant, 
with my holy oy! have J anos ated, him. And 
the whole family! of heaven and earth concur. in - 
the choice, without a contradictory voice. Hence 
When he mounts. the throne and aſcends, up n 
high, they all clap their hands, ſaying, 4 Pg 
xIvii. 5, 6, God zs gone ub witha ſhout the Lorg 
wich the ſbund of a trumpet : ſing. Praiſes to God, 
ſing praiſes : ſing; prazſes unto our king, ſing © 
Praiſes. That paſſage, Rev. v. 11, 12. is thought 
by ſome judicious interpreters; particularly th 
great Owen, to have a reſpect unto the reception 
Chriſt met with, when he returned to, heaven 
and ſat down on the throne in our nature; Aud 
I beheld and haard the voice of many angels 
round "about the throne, and the beaſts, andthe 
elders: + And tbe number. of them, was: ten 
thouſaud times ten thouſand; and thouſands.of !( 
thouſands 5; and what ſay they ? How, cordially - W 
do they give their vote, that he Jhould reign ] 
1 cl „ Sayiug 
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: Sunne rd FO. Worthy is rhe Cam 
_ Fhat was Alain, to receive power, and richer, 


dad wiſdom, and Rrength, aua honour and lo. 
1 957 and bleſſing. 8 


The Fourrh bie was to give the Wonne of 
the doQtrine 3 Why is the government laid 


| * His ſhoulder? 1 anſwer, 1. Becauſe his ſhoul- 


3 1 upon eg. tis a burthen too beav 


1 Worms bear it? God the Father ſaw, that none 


1 , him, that he mi be be in better capacity for ac- 


der alone was able to bear the weight of the 
= 3 and government of the church. 

ey who” ufurp "the adminiftration, take too 
for 
vfl 


angels or archangels; how then ſhall 


mn heaven or r but his own eternal Son was 
bs natch for ſuch a province 5 and therefore com- 

: Aids it td him, with a promiſe of bis own ath- 
| Nance in the government. Þ/Ad. bexxix. 1. I have 
Haid belp upon one that ir maghty. — I have 
found him. — I have anommed bem, — With 
_ _ evhom my Band all be eftabliſved, wa n 
. al, ſtrengi ben Vim. 
2. kt is laid upon his ſhoulder;or committed to 


mpliſhing 


the falvitionof his people, and bring- 
a 4 many fons and daughters into glory; hence 
cs find his kingdom and ſalvation frequently. 
; 2 together. Thou art ny kingof vid, work- 
g ſalvation in the miſt —4 earch ; and 
: Fo. ix. 9. Rejoice greatly; O #anghrer 'of 


1 Zion, ſhour O duugbter Jeriſſalem: Behold 


thy king cometh unto t ber, juſt and baving fat 
b | ee Let his kingdom be never ſo low, his ' 
ſubjects in the worſt” af 'bondage'and miſe 


Sh, 
„ | DEE eir 


el 


rhat be may ſtill. the 7 


in the diſpenſation 
det bis 
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for it nuſt needs be that offences "come : Bu 
do to that man ly whom the ' offence cometh. 
. If the *goyernment be upon his ſhoulders, 

| then hence I infer, that tbe/ hare a hard task 
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Aantichriſt, Whom Cbriſt will deſtroy with the 
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government of the eburch of Chriſt into Whg 
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worſhip inconſiſtent with the doctrine, worſhip. i 
or government Chriſt bath eſtabliſhed. in his 
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„ 1.conclude _ with; 4 few: advides'tp 
| of Zion, eſpecially in this fle ef 
trouble and treading down. 1, Keep the keys of 
faith fixed on him, who holds the helm, and 


believe, with an aſſured faith, that the Tord 


doth reign for erer, even thy God O Zion, un- 
to all generations. He that reigns is In manuel 


God with us, not a God againſt us, but wrb ur, 
or po our ſide, Plal. xlix. The Lord of hoſts 3s 


for us, the God of Jacob if our refuge, there- 
fore will we not be afraid, tho mountains be 
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